EXAMINATION 
Of the CASE ofthe 


UAKERS, 


CONCERNING 


OATHS 


Propounded by them, 4. D, 1673, 


To the Confideration of the 


2) 


v 


FIEFY 9Fe; FI 9&e %e 9%e 2FeoFo —# 9&6 FI Fx oX6 "+ ITS TS - 


[2 
So 
is 
S 
b 
17 
+5 
q E 


Ro 
FA 
” Os 


And both Houſes of 


Parliament. 


Witha Vindication of the Power of the Magiſtrate yy 
to impoſe Oaths , and the Liberty and Duty of all 
Chriſtians to Swear by God Reverently 3 Humbly 

Submitted to the Judgment of His Moſt Sacred Majeſty, 

and the Two Houſes of Parliament. 


| (84 
[+ 
[7 
3:4 


(2 


' By Charles Gataker, ReQor of Hoggeſton in the County of Bucks. 
Mz 


eC- © pwresy be Feurteng 73 oventiy, Hierocles in Pyth. Carm, Aur, 


LONDON; : 
Printed by T. N. for Thomas Gollins, at his Shop at the Middle- 
Temple-Gate in Fleetfirecs, MDCLXXV, 


9 SHS, FTI 2$22S32G22Teo&e 2Ke 


X 


A. YL ATE VA Y LATE 


mote 


(3) "IT 
ANIMADVERSIONS . 


, : ®. #4 Ji 44 «> . 
' F i ( rr 
. n Q N. . 3 -- H E p* * » # 'S p / o « i 5 {n+ 
4 L [ » i > bs 45 f V3 v wo - *\So +4 , Pad ab £32 s 6+ ® \ 
: " s 4 + \ rf #4 » 
. » " -. * 4 << > os : s £ FP , 
R \ TI 5 $i; 
; : b G 
= 22S 


e 1 
Pl \) [1 . S *> % py * f 
> Y by % 


i 


Concerning Qaths and Swearing ; | 
Proponuded by them to the Conſideration of the King 
and both Houſes. of- Parliament, As D. 6 73. 2 


- 


gp As 4 - - Te 7 + © qe Ty - nn - "y - = 
BINTY , j *# hk * 'F þ4 - wy If , $ 
. , f ta © : - : ” 
| g ;Þ}-- [4 , 1h b 34 : 
* 4 - _ Y , 4 . 0 % $ 
” ” , v4 TSA L 4 ” 1 T * has 
z . of 


\ The Deſign of this Treatiſe. 


__ P—_ 


ny Crt 


W-77 T is not mine intention,to examine the Truth 
42 of many Aſſertions bolgly affrm'd by 

- theſe Men, wichont any proof , or ſhew of 

" probability , bur nor without an evidence 

of Pride and Vain-glory, nor to inquire 
-.into-the ſincerity and. pertinency of all the 

_ Example and Teſtimonies annexed to their 

(frame of their Caſe; which can only dazle 

the Eyes, or amuſe the Minds of vulgar Readers. But my delign 

is, out of the Love which T owe to Texth-and Peace, both which Zech. 8 
can never beſq well preſerv'd , as by the Holy and Wiſe Gods 074i- ;g, 
varces'for their fecurity ,: to aſſert (withas mich brevity and perſpi» 

cuity, asI can wel! uſe) the warrantable uſe of Qarh-under the Gy/-. 
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pel, when Chyiſtians do, upon ayuſt occafion, Fwear bythe Tue and 
4. 2, Living Godin. Trath, 'i 7 ndgment, and in Righteouſneſs , notwith- 
| ſtanding Chrifs inhibitipp (ig bis Sermon on the Mount) that the 

[pub bis Auditors, ſliculT hockwearstally the Creatares , nor 
tth. 5, Dy God wage gn [a ordingry. communication ;, and 7k to defend the 
—37 Anthirity 0 of Lawfa Syperiors , tO require an'Oath from them, 
who are ſubjeqgo their Government, be it Civil, or Eccleſiaſtical. 
Now becauſe theſe ſubyerters of Government, do invite (or rather 
provoke) the whole Nation to conſidertheir Caſe, that they may 


Sin pitty tO lves-from Common Peopley- and-ProteGtion 
from,ehe Powers ordain'd of God; eyenin their diſprderly ways 
of ſingularicy;, wherein they villify/Authority,and diſturb that peace 
of Conſcience , with which good Chriſtians do approve themſelves, 
to be faithful Subjets both to Chriſt, and his Vicegerents on Earth, 
I ſhallendeayortodiſcover, notonly the Yefeds, but alſo the frauds 
of theſe ciew Caſts in ſtating of the Queſtion, and then proceed 
to.unfold the VV atare.of an Oath, in orderto the right Rating of the 
Queſtion iti hand , viz. Whether, an Oath of God, or of the Lord; (as 
the Holy Ghoſt ſpeaks) be con/etent, or repugnant ," with or to mer 
 pel of on Loyd Feſus Chriſt, And laſtly I ſhall reconcile ſober, deli- 
22, berate, and reverent ſwearing unto Chriſtian Religion, ſill procee. 
ding upon thoſe Principles, and Maxims which are avowed by al, 
who are indeed, the Dsſcipies of Chriſt, tanght of Godby his holy 
Spirit and ppord, which in Religion, deriv'd from Heayen by Revela- 
tiow , are never to be ſeyered, ſince the holy Scriptares are by Gods 
gracious providence employed, and by his Bleſſing are [ficient to 
make 1s wiſe unto Salvation, And in this undertaking I do earneſtly 
beſeech the only. wiſe God , who is the Father of Lights, and free- 
flowing Fownt «in of Wiſdom , to dire and affiſt mein thelighting 
of my Candle at his written word, and in drawing the 3 aters: of 
Life, out of that never failing zyell of Salvation, 


<6 


: The Pretence of the Quakers. 
5 buy ate npſtart Generation, raiſed up by the Lord, as they boaſt, 
20d. 9, (and we will acknowledge it ta be Ac ſome ſence , as God 


Ss, «ſys he raiſed apPharoahb, firſt to.þe a Deſtroyer, and then to be De- 
1 Kroyed) 


= 
. 


; foyed) complains that for -20 or 3o years laſt-paſt , underthe va-- 
rious Revolutions of Government, . although they have been of a: 


peaceabte behaviour, ('T hey ſay nothin 


dienee to Authority,in what hand foever 


of their refraRory diſobe- 
5 have been a ſuffering Peo- 


ple only for refuſal of Oathsz whereas they cannot ſwear ar all , 
their Conſciences not allowing tliem to do ſo, becauſe of the expreſs 
command of Chriſt , and out of obedience to the DoQtrine of the 
Apoſiles: They alleadge, ar. 5, 33, 34. Jams. 12 from whence 
they conclude, that though Swearing were allowed inthe Law, yer: 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles: forbid it in his Goſpel. Theydare, and do 
appeal to God. the ſearcher of Hearts, (pray mark, how near this 
comes toan Oath, wherein every Swearer doth, as St. Pax/did, call 


God to Record upon his Soul) that their refuſing to ſwear, is with 2 Car, 1,. 


reſpeR to the Reputation of Chriſtianity , and the Evangelical dif- bh 
penſation of Truth and Righteouſneſs, which exceed that of the Law 
and the ſolemn Oathi thereof , and to the expreſs Prohibition in the 


Caſe. 


This is the fumme of their Caſe, and the ground of their Re- 


queſt, to be eaſed of the heavy burden, and to be deliver'd of the - 


Snare of Oaths. 


S.E C T. 


— 


III. 


An Examination of this Pretence. for Refuſal. of 


T 


Oaths. 


Shall not now make inquiry, whether all the Impriſonments and 
Sufferings of Quakers, havebeen only for their refuſing of Oaths 


exated of them by Magiſtrates. But my bulineſs is -to examine , 
whether their pretence of Conſcience be allowable in this: 


Caſe, to exempt them from being preſt to Swear, 


or to ſe. 


cure them from the guilt of difobedience-, in their obſtinate 
refuſal of all Oaths whatſoever. 
wo things in this Diſcourſe, to wit, the foul Hypocriſie , and: 
the falſe Dorine of theſe Quakers, in the ground-work: of 
their perverſeneſs: It is a matter of much conſequence, tothe right 
underſtanding of this ſerpentine breed , to compare their profeſſi- 
ons here, of reſpe& to the Honor of Chriſtianity , of obedience to- 
Chriſts command , and the Doctrine of the Apoſiles, with: their 


Here, firſt T muſt lay open 


known: 


A . cy 
' known Principles and Pradiiſes, and to ſee whether there be an-ani. 

| formity intliem, andtheſe Men bear an equal regard to all the Pre. 

Pfal.r19. cepts.of Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, as David bad a reſpe& to all Gods 

6. Commandments, For partiality in keeping one, command with a 

nice ſcrupuloſity,, but breaking others with licentionſneſs,'is a cer. 

tain. token. of inſincefity, and a pretence, of Zeal, for one part of 

the Rule of Religion, when all the Rule beſide is rejeted , can be 

taken for no other, than diveliſh diffimulation, Now let.the Con- 

verſation of the Quakers, inrelation to other parts of Chriſtianicy, 

bea lictle looked into , and you will quickly ſee., how littfe value, 

credit, or obedience, they defer to the precepts of, Chriſt, and his 
Apoſtles. Do they not caſt aſide the Ordigances of Chriſt and his 

. Apoſtles, for Worſhip and. Government ? Do they,not, avowedly 

Rom. 13. refuſe togive honor, to whom honor is commanded to be pivenas 
ut due? Dothey hot diſſolve, or weaken thoſe bonds of civil ſocieties, 

which Chriſt by his Goſpel hath tied tireighter , than. the Law. of 

Nature did.? Do they not violate.ChriſtianCharity, by Damning all 

that are not of their combination? To ſay nothing of thejr rewiing 

all Miniſters of the Goſpel, Hath this Precept of not Swearing, 

ſwallowed up the whole Body of their Chriſtian Religion? Or ſhall 

the obſervance of it paſs current for univerſal, and uniform obedience, 

= l: to the compleat Law of Liberty? Is not then\ſomething elſe in the 

Fe bottome, belidesthe tenderneſg of the Reputation of Chriſtianity ? 

| Ler'this be well thought on. - Butanother thing is:yet more remar- 

kible. Who would not think, but that theſe hot Zealots for Chrilts 

Doctrine of the Goſpel , who ſuffer ſuch hard things, rather than 

break Chriſts Commandment , did make the Holy Scriptures of the 

Old Teſtament , which Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, have, by praQce 

and precept, commended to- our ſtudy , far the confirming of our 

Faith, and the regulating our Lives.,, and thoſe of the New Telia- 

ment ſuperaddedto them, joyntly to, be the Foundation on which 

Eph, 2, We arcbuilt up to be that Temple, whereof Jeſus Chriſt is the chick 

19, corner ſtone, or the compleatRule of Faith, and Manners? For 

indeed without the Scriptures, now who can aſſoredly know. what is 
the good, and acceptable, and perfe&t Will of God ? And baw came + 
theſe Mento be acquainted with this. yery Doctrineof Chriſt, and 
his Apoſtles, but by the Scriptures Bur afterall chis,, you. will find 
vo ur ſelf much miſtaken, if you imagine that theſe Men make the 
written Oracles of God, their principle of Religion, or Rule of 
Life. Torthe heads of them, in ſeyeral Books, ſet up the wa, # 

0 


God within them , "for the only infallible Roſe, 'and theydiſparage 

the! Holy Scriptures., 'which they alow tobe , 'at the beſt, bur- a 

fridow of Gods will. Again"their;diſfimulation of 'what they 

thre ndt'deny , 'to'be the Word and'Will of 'God concerning Swea- 

yinz , together with their impious deſpiling of the fame Holy Word , 
isapparenely viſible in their Sophiſtical concluſion, thus expreſt with 

all the ſubtilty that the old Serpent could inſpire into them , Fo 

thoagh it (viz. Swearing) was allowed in the Law ,'(viz.: of Hoſes 

which is oppoſed by them in' the precedent ſentence, and hereto the 

Goſpel) Chriſt and his Apoſtles forbid it in his Goſpel. 

Here is a dotible fallacy in the firſt Member of the-concluſion, 

They would induce a concelt , that as Divorce was by God, and 24s 

ſes , permitted to the Fews , 'to paſs unpuniſhed , «for the hardneſs of 
their hearts , which yet was not approved by God , as good in it ſelf, _ T9. . 
and therefore it is regulated by a Law for the ſecurity of the Wo- jj . 
man, ' which Law doth bur permit the divorce, bur exjoyn the giving 16, 

' Bill; ſo Swearing was but allowed barely with preſcription of forms 

for Solemnity;andnort commanded : Whereas Swearing by the Name _ 
'vf God'iwas commanded , - (which is devoted by rhe-Fear of God Deut.6. 
in Scripture) -a5a ſolemn part of his Holy Worſhip , whereby 'Man 73 7©7%- 
gives" God the Glory of his" Sovereignity, Providence, Omnipre- * © 
fence, Omniſcience ,' Omnipotence, Veracity, 'Juſtice-and Equity, *Rom,7. 
"The Prophetsalſo, 'whoreached to the depth of the Law , which 14 Jer- 
"was * Spiritnal, commanded Swearing under the Old Teſtament , bes _ 
'and * foretold, in their Evangelical Sermons , that way of ſerving * x, 19: 
'God arid Chriſt ander the diſpenſation of the New Covenant, when 18. & 45. 
the Gentiles turn to-the Lord, (mark the words'of :E/aiah,) which 23. & 65» 
according to the Hebrew, run thus. Hethat bleſtth himſelf in the © 
-Enxth, fhall bleſs himſelf in God Amen; (as we render it not amiſs, 
but not to the full importance of the'word, the Godof Truth ) and 
'be that Sweareth in the Earth (when it ſha'l be full of the* Knowledge 
'of the Lord, as the Waters cover the Sea, inthe new ſtate of the Charch, 
When God calls his Servants by- another Name, Eſa; 65, 16, 17. And 
what is that new and bleſſed name but Chriſtians?) Shal! 'Swear by 
God Amen. Chriſt himſelf expounds theword , when in his Hea- 
-venly Epiſtte to the Church of Zaodicea, he takes to himſelf thatglo- AP%-. 3» 
'rious Title Amer. The trac and faithful witneſs, 'who is invoked as 

a Witneſs and Judge of the Heart 'in every Oath-mide by his Name. 
Ttis'nor tobe omitted,thatthe Oaths, which God commanded to be 
uſed-in-judicial proceedings, - are enjoyned as fir means in their own 
nature, 


Eſa. 11,9; 


'Heb.6.6+ 


Rom:1 F- 


2 Tim. 3, 


15. 

.x Cor. 
Io, 11, 
Heb. 10, 
'T, 


Cal. 2; 
a u7- 


nature for the diſcovery of truth ; and deciſion of ' controverſies * 
which benefit and effeRt is common to all —_—_ Ages, 
who are imbraed with an apprehenſion, and fear of God; as Judge 
of the World. Itis therefore an [mpoſture of theſe Wolves in Sheep- 
skins, -to attempt the perſuaſion that Swearing was only allowed, and 
not as expreſly commanded in the Law , as theſe Dreamers Dream 
it to be forbidden inthe Goſpel. 

Their ſecond piece of juggling is this , that by their taking no 
notice of the praQtice of ali Nations, not debauched into dire A- 
theiſme', and of the conſtant praRtice of Gods beſt ſervants, who 
uſed Oaths-for firm binding themſelves and others in publick Confe- 
deracies, and private tranſations, which were made between Gods 
ſervants on both ſides, and alſo-between the people of Gado on one 
fide, and Idolatrous people onthe other part, (of which proceed- 
ings, the Sacred Hiſtory of the World, before the Law given by 
Moſer, yields a full Harveſt of Precedents) they divert us from look- 
ingafter thoſe things, which as St. Paxl ſays, were before written for 
the inſtruition,convittion, reformation, teaching and admonition of us, 
por whom the ends of the xyorld are come, Therefore though Jeſas 
Chriſt brought that Grace and Truth , whereof Moſes,in the Cere- 
monial-Law,by Gods wiſe contrivance, gave the Jews a Shadow, 
and that Shadow vaniſhed , when the Body of the Son of Righteouſneſs 
appeared above the Horizon of the Church , yet Chriſt in his Goſpel 
did notdiminiſhany thing of that natural Religion, the ſeeds where- 
of, God had once ſown in the Hearts of all Mankind, for the keep. 
.ingup the Faith of his Providence, and the fear of his Judgement ubicl 
arethe two Pillars of Fuftice , without which , no civil ſociety can 
firmly ſubſiſt, | | 

I now proceed to animadyert thefilſe Dorine, eitherinſtnuated 
ſecretly by ſuppoſition, or expreſſed openly by profeſſion. 

Firſt, Itis falſly ſuppoſed, that the Law of 2ofſes doth not in any 
parcof it concern, or oblige usChriſtians. Iſhall hereafter ſhew 
that Chriſts prohibition of Swearing in familiar Diſcourſe , and $t. 
Zam:s's reſtraint of the Tongues outrage in paſſionate heates, is no 
forbidding of what the Law commmands: But if the Law of Swea- 
ring oblige Chriſtians, or be but a precedent to direct them, we muſt 
obſerve it, or at leaſt may warrantably imitate it. The Ceremonial 
part of the Law, which concerned the T ypice! Service and Sacrifi- 
ces of the hap. , Ceaſed as to the deſign and Virtue of ic, when 
Chriſt by his Goſpel publiſhed the accompliſhment of our Redemp- 

tion, 


(9) 


tion, wrought -by his Death and Reſyrre@ion.. The Poliical Low. 
by RE fic was ronar Pod odated, in many parti- 
ealars, to the ſeed of Zacob, called Ifrae!,' as they were, by Co- 
venant,made God's Tenants of Canaan, ceaſed, when they ceaſs 
ed to_ be the Politick, People of Gad. Both were,openly abrogated, 
25 to. their exerciſe. and practice by the, yetesdeyafation of the. 
Holy City, with the Temple it (elf, by: che diffolution of the- 
Polity, by the ejecment + the Nation out of their Land, aud, 
diſpextion. over: the face of the Earth, in which, ſtate of exile, | 
xccompanicd with bondage, they yet remain withaut King, Prince, Hol.z.4. 
Sacrifice, Image, Ephod, and Teraphim , that is, without any (ets. 
ld Form of Government, and without any means to ſerve, or 
toconſult God, as formerly they had done. But for the Law of 
Moſes, ſo far 45 it preſcribes Offices, and- exerciſes of Piecty, 
Charity, Juſtice, Humanity, and Prudence, it obliges Chriſtt- 
ans, not upon the ſame account it did the Jews, to- wit, as it 
was 2 part: of the Covenant made in Horeb, but as it is a clear 
FPacatio and improvement of the Law: of Nature, by de= 
uQion of particular Preccpts, from general Principals of Reli- 
gion, 3nd Righteouſneſs. Therefore S?. Þ aw! ages Chriſtians Rom. 13, 
with obedience to. the Law, the ſecond Table whereof he in- ®: A 
grafts into the Gospel. And ( which is yet more conſiderable, _ _ 
to manifeſt our concernment. in the Law) he eſtabliſhes the libe- * 
ral maintenance of the-Miniſters, not only upon the Ordinance 
of Chriſt, but alſÞ upon two Laws of Moſer, according to the Spis 1 Cor 5, 
ritual meaning of the one, and the Reaſon and Analogy of the 8. 14. 
other. And when we hear him ſpeak thus, ver, g. Doth not alſo 
the Law ſay theſe things } We muſt remember, that as Sr. Pay 
ſays elſewhere, We ktow whatſoever things the Law ſpeaks (cither Rom: 3. 
for convidiion, or fox: direftion) It ſpeaks unto them that are wnder 19. 
the Law. We therefore who have and hear, by God's bquny, 
Moſer and the Prophets, as well as the Apoſtles, are under the Low, Luk ts. 
nat as a Cop8art of Righteauſneſs and Life by Works, ( for in 29- 
this reſpeQ,, We are ot under the Law, but under the grace of the Rom. 6. 
Geſpel) but as an obligatory Ry/e of edicnce, to the Will of 14- 
God, declared therein z therefaxe St. Famer calls the Law re- 
carded by Moſes, a Perfed Law of Liberty, th: doing whereof muſt 
be added to the hearing, if we defire to be bappy, St. $a alſo calls 
it The Royal Law, qne- Commandement Aer being broken, 


the whole Golden Chain is broken, by which we muſt order our 
| B Ives 


(69) 
Jam: Iives,and ſhall be judged. Now 8+. Famer knew,that the thirdCom- 
25-&2, mandment rupining in the Negative \, Thou ſhalt uot taks the Name 
b, 12. of the Lord thy. Ged in vain, did include the Affirmative Precept of 
Swearing reveently, and keeping legitimate Oaths, which were 

Duties known well by the light of Nature,but reinforced upon the 

Jews by the Law, Now is it imaginable,that Sr. James the 4pofte 

of the Circumciſion, writing to.the Jews, ſhould id far forget him- 

Caf, as after this high commendation of their Law, expreſly pro- 

hibit what the Law enjoyned, and by a total abolition of fwear- 

ing, cancel the Third Commandment,as a thing that hath no fur- 

ther any place or uſe under the Goſpel? This intolerable in- 
convenience is eafily- avoided, if according to the ſcope of the 
Apoliſes diſcourſe, eaſily gathered from the Context , and con- 
fidering, that tience is the Parent. of raſh Oaths, we ay, 

that St. Fames did very wifcly joyn his inhibition of 'Swearing 
in heat and haſte, upon the Sallies of Paſſion, to his extiorta- 

Jam. 5.8, tion unto patience 3 and, yet he did not aboliſh the Third Com» 
32. mandment, nor baniſh Oaths out of Chriftendom. I confeſs I 
have. unawares tranſpreſſed mine own limits, and expounded 
- $t.. James before the method I preferibed to my felf did require 

it 3. but T ſhalt havethe lefs. toſay hereafter. Indeed being inga- 

ed to ſhew how. Sr. Fames, and indeed all the Apoſtles, do 

tige Chriſtians to their obfervance of, and obedience to the 

Law, in thoſe Precepts which concern all Nations, who arc by 

Chriſt ſec at liberty from the Judaical Yoke. of Ceremonies and 

carnal Ordinances, amongſt which, none was f> mad'yert, as to 

rank an Oath 3 I- could not but obſerve the incongruity of the 
Apoſiles prohibition,. as it isover-ftretched by the Quakers, with 

his own boouring, of the Law, and to prevent any ſcrupte 

which might. ariſe thraugh miſunderſtanding of the Apoſtles 
reſtraint of'us from I by this diftintion of imprudent 

and paſſionate Oaths, belched out in rage, from deliberate ſwear- 

ing upon weighty Cauſes, either arbitrarily, or out of obedi- 

ence to Authority, but always with due reverence to God, I 

have open*d' a way to reconcile St. Fames to himſelf, and the 

Eaw to the Goſpel. And riow F proceed, 

_ - Secondly, To refute the” dangerous errors of the Quakers, 

which they hay for a foundation of their abſtinence from ſwear- 

ing. They afhrm, the Righteouſneſs of the Goſpel exceeds that 
of the Law. This Aﬀertion they maintain by the example of 

as one 


1 


one Walter Bruje, who, (as, Mr. Fox xclates,. tn his Martyrology) 
defended his refufalof an Oath, becauſe his Maſter Chriſt taught 
-Chriſtian Men, that in affirmation of a Truth, they ſhould paſs 
the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes- and Phagziſees of the Old Te- 
ſtament, or elſe he excludes them out of Heaven, Matth. 5. 20. 
To the: words:recited out; of Mptth, 5. 33. 37. Walter Brute 
.fubjoyned 3 Therefore: as the perfeQRion of the antient Men 
.of the Old Teftament. -was-, 'not to forſwear themſtlves , 
{.. the. perfeQion- of Chriſtian. :Men , is not toſwear- at all, 
becauſe they are ſo commanded: of. Chriſt, - But though 
Walter Brute was miſtaken in the ſenſe of Chriſts Commandment, 
;yet his words mount not to ſuch an height of Error, as this po- 
.ftion of the Quakers.. For Y. B. doth'well note, that our Sa- 
.viour ſays, our Righteouſneſs muſt exceed: that of the Scribes 
.and Phariſees, but not that of the Law of Moſer. ' And to the 
right underſtanding of Chriſts Sermon in the Mount 3 we muſt 
.take notice that Chrift doth not unfold to his novice Diſciples, 
the Myſtexjgs of the Goſpel 3 . but firſt corre&s the Jewiſh vul- 
Par Error Eaappines , conlafting in the full enjoyment of the 
'T ral Bleſſings promiſed in. the 'Law, and: res. them 
for the Croſs , to be ſuffered for Righteouſneſs: and that they 
might not be deceived by a counterfeit or defeQtive Righteoul- 
nels he eftablifhes the Law, and the Prophets, to be the Riſe of 
. Righteoreſneſs, and t'1en, proceeds toclear and vindicate the Law 
of Myſes from the corrupt Glofſes of the Scribes and Phariſees, 
whoſe new Model of Righteouſneſs was fo defective, that our 
Saviour ſaid plainly, and ſeverely 3 | that; except your Righteouſneſs 


exceed beyoud that of the Scribes and Phariſees, ye foall uot enter Math. 5. 


into the Kino of Heaven ; that is, ye cannot be SubjeRs of the *® 
Kingdom of the Meſiab, which now ye long to ſee. Mark that 

. Chriſt fpake then to the Jews, | who were carried away with a 
. reverence and-eſtcem of the Scribes and Phariſees, who partly 
enervated, pactly -made void the Law of Moſes, by their new 
- Traditions, and falſe Interpretations. Chriſt recovers the Law 
of Moſes, as it was expounded by the Prophets, who preferred 
a Spiritual Obedience, and fincere a ge and charitable 
Mercy before Sacrifaces, from no ions, and recom- 


, mends it, explain'd by himſelf, to chem, who delighted to be 
counted the Diſciples of Moſes. He propounds no ſuperabundant 
'Righteouſneſs beyond the Law, which cannot be exceeded in a 


tittle. For there is nothing i e in the way of Righte- 
[4 
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fhef#,' (as itimports -a:confortnity of -Man's Will unto God's 
Will) beyond the loving of God with all the Heart, Soul, Under. 
Matt. 22. ftandig, -and Strength, and the loving of our Neighbor as our ſelf 
37. 40 on which- two Commandments -all the Law -und the Pyophes 
do defend, Theſe, Chriſt came neither to make void, nor 
to improve by any -hew Precept- of Righteouſnels. The 
Righteouſneſs of God by Faith, which is now fully and clearly 
Rom. 1.:xeyealed'in the Goſpel, is another thing, far' different from ths 
7. © 3. berent ard attiveRighteovſueſe, which'Chriſt in his Sermon fo 
2 earneſtly Tecommends'to this new-come Auditors: The conceit 
that Chriſtimade up the defeQts of the Law, and hid a yoke 
'6f. more exa@ Righteouſne(s upon Chriſtians, 'than Moſes laid 
"upon the Jews 5 (yet Papiſts-fay, we-rray take up, or 'refuſe at 
Ppleaftre, becauſe all theſe pretended additions (which we may 
Ind as cafily -in'the Old Feftamenit, as in 'the New) are not 
/Commandments , but' Counſels, ) 'hath bred many pernicious 
errors 'and praiſes in the 'Chuxch. The'Popiſh'way of taking 
"Chriſts ' additional 'Ordinantes '( as (they concervelgfor Cornſels 
Jeading 'to*a Mate of Perfection above common Chriſtians, hath 
'Bepot the DoRtine of HPorks of | Supererdgation, 'of Merit, 'of 
Monkery, and all the Superſtitions and 'Frauds, depending upon 
"them. The Phanatick way of 'falſe expounding Chriſts ivter- 
pretations of the Old Law, for New Precepts obliging all-Chriſti- 
uns, hath put Hnabaptiftrand' others upon the- eonceit, that the 
oor the Sword -in-the- Magiſtrates hand,- and in'the Soldiers, 
nd alſd Swearing, is altogether inconſent with Chriſtianity. 
Butter it be confidered, whether it is likely that Chriſt would 
enpage his raw -Diſciptes to: break the Law of Moſes, and in 
a refriftory 'manner 'to diſobey their Magiſtrates 'by refuſal of 
'Oaths, which 'might 'be 'exaGed '6f them almoſt' every day. 
iCertdinly 'if his 'DoRrine had been ſuch, andiany number of his 
Diſciples,” had -Been vbeGierit'to his (new 'Law 3 his adverfaries 
*ho took much Pain 'to'litfle purpoſe, in 'ſuborning witneſſes 
*gainft "Chriſt, 'might, with'eafe, have found -ground (enough of 
*ccuſation, and 'plenty- of Witnefſes, who' heard and praQtifed 
his Dottrine; or, 'in their Courts, faw it obſerved : ( if Chrifts 
"words had been 'taken' at that time m the 'fame ſenſe as the 
?Quakers do now ) 'to have overwhelmed our Saviour with the 
*Eharge of 4brogating Moſts's Law. | 
t :-|Laftfy, is it itriagtnable,* that "Chriſt 'our 'Blefſed 'Lord and 
"Maſter "would fo'prevaricare,-as 'not' to obſerve, and praftiſe, 


what 


(CE-Þ, | 


.what he taught and-preached 20-his DiGiples ? [But aur Beffed * 
Saviour,- whomtheſe Seducers affirm to\have forbi den Swear-- 
ing in a Court, at the Connnand -of 'a Magiſtrate, and 'to-have 
made-this abſtinence from -Oaths-a degree of Perfection above - 
the Righteouſneſs of the Law, did, himſelf, at the great Coun- 
&il -at  Hiernſalem, after long and ſtrange Glance, .give.an an- * 
Cwer to the High Pricf, being required to [peak upon his-Oath; - 
and heſubmitted tothe High Prieft's adjuxation, by-confeſling 
himſelf to be Qhaift. The High Prieſt (as if he would:;uſe.a Spi- 
ritual Rack, 'to Extort a confeſſion from his filent Priſoner _) 
fid; I edjurethee by the living God, that thau tell us whether thau Mat,24 
be the Chrift the Son of God. The form of. the, Oath. is pronounced $3-: 
by [the Judge himſclf, with the Matter -inguired. for. .Our.Sa- 
viour's anſwer of affent, is a taking-of the Oath... Thus Chriſt i 
did, and that he taught the cantraxy,' is contrary: to Reaſon, 
and tothe fenſe of our Saviours Sexmons, who therein ſecures - 
the .Law of Moſes to :a- Tittle, and excludes from: Heaven, any Mair, 5 
one that teaches (the breach-of the leaſt Commangment in the 77» 28 
Law. Surely if his Auditors had then underfinad theirnew. '* 
Maſer | to have abrbgated all the'Nrecepts of, Maſes, .concerning 
Gaths in Judicature: eſpccially, they ®would | have accuſed him 
of contradicting himſelf, ;and'of diſparaging \Myſes, and of vi-- 
lifying the. Law of God, and in:that humox would jhave 'de=-- 
ſerted him. But it is;evident thatiour 'Saviours.Dodrine thad a 
- powerkil Itifluence-upon them ;another-way, ;toxzaiſe their Won» Mari, 5 
der and'1Reverence of his Authority; above that. of. the. Sexibes 25: 294 
and Phariſces.. _ ei; _ 
But the knotty queſtion is not yet untied:: For it ;i5;{aid by: 
many, If our Saviour did not fill wp (as they expound 2avgaas) 
the. Defe#s, orthe Shortreſr.of the Law, in points of -Righteouſ-- 
neſs; why: doth'he: oppoſe his ſayings, 40 what mas ſaid: of old 
+ the. Lam, and'\ſcttlea new Rule of -Righteoulſnals ?, Here his - 
thedifficiilty, which I pray God dire& me to clear. ; lb 
- Firſt;I fay;that the common expoſition of the word nuugdonr; . 
by fulfilling, (as. the Evangeliſt ufes it, when he relates-our ,,. | 
Blefſed | Saviours Speech, wherewith he ſatisfied Febn #he Baprift veg Fr 
eonverning >Baptizing his Maſter 3 Thus-it becometh.us :to:fulfil all. ** 
Roghteouſneſs) is very pertinent and appoſite, to:the former mems- - 
ber of the Sentence, :as muchas *tis-agreeable- to the Truth. For : 
Chriſt that .came:to &eftroy the works of the Devil,and to take amay 7; jgh.z5 
fm, which is the breach -of _ Law; by dis Holy: Lite and. 8.6, 5.-. 
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>Fefil ther. And''to:2<5cE@'this SenſeoP Chriſts words, without 
- manifeſting the iricongrui of it, 1s an injurious dealing- wich 
-Scripture. *On' the other ſide; the: a mn 1 of it Filljng -up, 
-ot Siipphyng; 45"fuppele td be tras; before Ht iproved 3- where: 
*35itIsnot'ſo agretable to theoppoſition let betweeh w2afom any 
on Certainly, FAiugup by Hdditios is tot ſo-direftly oppoſite 
to'the ' YofhaitHon of the Law'and Prophets,/'as Frlfiling them is, 
\which firengthens-their Authority and Credit.Butlet theſe Men, 


:,* "who arefo carneſt for Chriſts improvement of the Lax, -by ad- 
” Mition'6f 'more *excUllerit Precepts of exact Purity; - and heroick 


Patience, ſew how he hath ſupplicd-rthe defects. of ithe 'Pro- 
Phets; ſince Moſes, David, Solomon, and the-Prophers; have in {& 
veral places' given the' ſame''Rules of Purity, Peace, Patience, 
&«. and the Apoſtlcs have enforced their exhortations 'to theſe 
Chriſtian Vertues; | by teſtimonies taken out -of the Old Teſta- 
ment, as any onethat is indifferently verſed in the-Apoftolical 

1:73! _ _ y [ 


Secondly, this pretended filling up of the Law, makes thenew 
Docrineof Chriſt, inde to be the inſerting a pieterofa new 
and unwrought Cloth into an old Garment, which agrees not 
with it, but makes the rent worſe. For if the ſuperſtruQture, 
which theſe expoſitors build upon their fancied foundation, be 
true, Chriſt came to defiroy the Law. of Moſer and the Prophets 
as unſufficient for Chriſtians, and for the Jews too at that time, 
by requiring a Righteouſneſs more accurate, then they did. For 
if Chriſt forbad all Oaths, even thoſe which Moſes - command- 
ed, it unavoidably follows, that the great Prophet Chriſt un- 
taught what Moſes and the Prophets injoyned, and he diffolved 
their building, which is a ſtrange way'of perfecting, and Chriſt 
for his part, - ftrongly diſavows to have been the intent of his 
coming. The rub that lies in 'my way, 'is Chrifts probibition 
Divorces, except in caſe of Adultery; and the reduQtion of God's 
Ordinance of Marriage, to its primitive Unity, Purity, and In- 
diffolubility, as our Saviour more largely elſewhere handles:the 
caſe. - It'is befides my preſent purpoſe  to.enter upon another 

ueſtion, befides that of Oaths : I ſhall only ſay, that our Bleffed 

aviour intended a reformation of the Jewiſh Nation, corrupt by 
cuſtom, and the reſtitution of Marriage, thro t all Chriſten 
dorm, toits Integrity, and Dignity 3 and to preter God's T__ 
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dinauqe,..bcfore # ; political Law; attempexed- by a wiſe and .a- 
racious L Kit op 1 ed of an naps people.And. 

yet here is nothing new, or more. perfe& than what was deli- 

vered in the Law. and the Prophets. For Chriſt proves his. 

Dorine of. Marriage out of Moſer.. Mact, 
Theſeyere Law of Retaliation which God made, that he might, 

by. terror, preventthe firſt injury 3 and. not that he. might en- 

courage the laſt of Revenge, is no more repealed by ' Chriſt, 

than by Solomon, Prov. 20. 22. and 24. 29.. But it ſounds harſh- 

ly, when a Man ſays, This Law is filed »p by Chrift, when he. 

difwades the uſe of the Law. By the way take notice, that 

many Political, Laws were wiſely. contrived, and previded, by 

God, for. the Jewiſh People, as fit remedies of mapy. evils emer- 

gent by. the-naughty diſpoſition Cf a. froward Generation, which 

Proviſions were left to the. liberty of the offended Party to make 

uſe of.. Now. Chriſts RC of. the Jews, - not- 

to fly to thoſe Remedi 


ies, are no abrogations of thoſe Laws. 
But I have ſaid enough of Chrifts preſerving reverence, and. enx 
joyning obedience to that original Rule. of Righteouſneſs, gi- 
ven to Mankind, which was antienter than the Law, given in 
Mount Sinab, and is ſet down and explain'd in the Law, and 
in the Prophets, which compleat the Body of the Holy Scrip- 
tures of the Old Teſtament, which-God hath thought .expe- 
dient to preſerve, . for the. benefit of his Church Unijverſal. of 
all Nations. | | 
Finally, to ſolve the whole objeRion, the. Adverſaries and 
their DoQtrine, againft which, Chriſt bends his Diſcourſe, . are to 
be enquired for, and diſcovered. Chriſt, before he delivered his: 
own. Senſe and Saying, premiſes this to. his preſent, Auditors, 
Te bave heard, that it was. ſaid to, or by them of old time, &c, Mil. 5; 
Or, Te bave beard that it bath been ſaid, &c. Or barely, It hath been 21: | 
faid. Now that which was ſaid to them of old time (viz. to the 77: *3. 
Ancefiors of the Jews, that cither heard God himſelf, or Moſes bg 5 
and the Prophets) which is recited and interpreted by .our Savi- ver. 31. 
our, is either ſome words of the Decalogue, viz. the 6.7, and 
- Commandments3. or elſe ſome Precepts in. the. Law, as thoſe 
concerning Divorce, Retaliation, Love and Hatred 3 but of whom 
did that prope hear-it ? without doubt, of the Scribes and Pha- 
riſees, whoſe form of Righteouſneſs .Chriſt taxes for. defective- 
neſs, and whom elſewhere he ſharply reproves for Blind Guides, 
yet adfive and canzing Sedxcersy and of whoſe ſower but ſpread- and 16, 
| | ing | 
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 i98 Leaven bf Face Tidbvite, fe watins HI DGpler eg betyare, 
' Bt” Aid they het all. thdt God fardtothemof 6lg time, and yo-" 
thing eff: ? Did tlicſe popular RabBictpreach the word'of God 
ifitirely, and fincerely, withone addirion, aeqirm 7 corruption, 
'2and adulterating, by : vain traditions of Men, -an Fran! ulent 
gloſſes? No ſuch matter 3+this 4s confeſſed, and withour con- 
 troverſy, that thoſe ſoorhing Preachers ſiſted on the -Letter of 
.the Law, and to gritify the corrupt 'affeQions- of their Clients 
and Scholars, who looked or them, as bearing the Reys of Know- 
ledge, and uncontroulable interpreters of the Law, and reward- 
ed them-accordinglyz perfwaded: them, that an external obedi- 
ence, of abſtinence from Aduttery, Meter: Perjury, 'was a 
full GrisfaEion to the 'Law, and*this. patch of 7Mmocemcy was an 
entire 'raiment of Righteouſneſs . Further, They gaye all the indul- 
gence: to the Peoples paſſions of Luſt and Revenge, which the 
; politick"-Law + did not reach at to puniſh. In the mean time they 
5 ws all the'Sermons of the Prophets, who were, by their 
Ol & ereinY of the Law, and Preachers 'of Repentance, 
and did conftanify require the cleanefs of the-Heart; Trath in 
the' inward Man, and Regularity in their” AﬀeRions. Now 
our- Saviour” Chriſt refle&s upon the Impoſtors, and their cor- 
rupt comments upon the Law of God, when he expounds the 
Teveral-Comman ts: He makes no diſtintion of Perfeti- 
ons ( as W.' Brute tnifconceived) as if there were one perfeQion 
ofthe Men of, the: Old Teſtament, . and, another of Chriſtian 
Men. A 'fincere endeavour to be Holy, and Merciful, as God 
- our Heavenly Father is, and ſhews himſelf to be our pattern, 
45 the Perfe&ion common to both Jew andGentile, 'that follow 
_ after the Righteouſneſs of 'God*s 'preſcription. That which 
IF. Brute, and theſe Quakers that follow  him,. call The perfettr- 
on of the Antient Jews, Not to forſwear themſelves, is but.the germ 
tral, clipt, and copenterfeit Righteouſneſs of the. Scribes and Pha» 
riſees, CY the z Commandment by halfes 3 Thou Pal? 
not take the Name of the Lord thy God in vain; that is, ſaid they, 
Thou ſhalt no ſwear falſly, nor break, thy Oath, whereas they never 
counted raſh and vain 'Oaths to be a breach of this -Command- 
'ment, worthy their reproval. And that which they call zbe per- 
fettion of Chriſtian Men not to ſwear at all, is indeed a corruption 
of Religion, by depriving God of his Honour and Worſhip, and a 
-great Defe& introduced into the publick Inſtitutions of Faftice, by 
- debarring *Chriſtian States of a very ſerviceable mr" of 
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God, The reaſon of mine Aﬀertion is this As Chriſt in ex- 
pounding the ſixth and ſeventh Commandment, the force of 
which he extends to the reſtraint of the Eye, Heart, and Af- 
feRions, as well as to the Members of the Body, oppoſes no- 
thing but what the Phariſees indulged; In like manner, in deat- 
ing with the third Commandment ,\ Chriſt forbids-not what 
the Law ( which he himſelf, being the Word of God, did give 
unto- Moſes, and by his hand, -unto the Pcople) did Command, 
and Eftabliſh, but that ſinful ſwearing in ordinary communica- 
tion, which being grown cuſtomary ( peradventure with the 
Leaders, as well as: the following, peopte) theſe Maſters in I/- 
rael connived at, who ſought theix own Glory and Profit, and 
never ſeriouſly confidered the honour of God, which Chriſt 
ſought to advance, inall that he did and taught. And now T 
hope I have evinced, that Chriſt did not ſet up a new, and more 
perfect rule of Righteouſneſy, than what of old was given by 
God, and that he hath cleared it from the corruption, and- re- 
ſtored it to its integrity , from the defalcation of the Scribes, 
and Phariſces, without - addition, or detraftion3. and without 
croſſing or aboliſhing his own Law, concerning reverent ſwear 
ing by the Name of God. I do not think it needful, to take 
notice now of the fond and ſenſeleſs Traditions of the Phari- 
ſees, concerning the binding force of Oaths, which varied with 
them, according, to the ſeveral forms of them, as they were 
expreſſive, either of the Name of God the Creator, or of the 
Creatufes 3 and in the names of ſeveral Creatures, they defer- 
red'more Virtue to ſome than to others , though the prefe- 


rence be ridiculous, becauſe unreaſonable, as our Saviour hath Mal. 243 
related, and cenſured them. Qur Saviour in this Prohibition of 15 **»;: 


Swearing,now under debate,appears clearly to have had a reflex- 
ive Eye upon ſome of their frivolous niceties. But theſe are be- 
ſides the lines of the main matter in queſtion, and may,with- 
out prejudice to the Cauſe, be paſt over without any further 
handling, Ic is high time now to conclude this SeQion, 
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SECTION Iv. 
Concerning the Nature of an Oath. 


# N Oath being the ſuabje& Matter of the Controverſy, the 
| A right underſtanding of it will conduce much to the 
| ſtating, clearing, and determining the Queſtion, con- 
- cerning the confiſtency thereof with Chriſtianity. IT ſhall there- 
fore - explain the ' nature of an Oa#b, by 4 more reſplendent 
Light, than'that of the Natnral Conſcience, which yet is a Di- 
vine Light, and ſpark of Picty, which God in his Wife and 
Holy Providence, keptalive in the World, for the preſervation 
of Humane Society, from our Mniverfal Confiifion. The Ho- 
- ficet wag informs us abundantly, 'of the nature' and uſe of 
ring, which is common” ts God the Creator, and the Crea- 
awres that bearithe Inape of God, both Angel; and Men. 

- By the wiy; hence we may colleR the abfurdity of all them, 
who deny deliberate Swearing, upon weighty motives, as an 
Imperfetion 3. whereas indeed, to fwear in due manner, upon juſt 
ac.5. Srotinds, is to be perfet in Truth, Sincerity, and Conftancy, as 
Þ ouv Heavenly: Father is Perfef?, and to make Chriſtians, even be- 
fore the Reſurreion, in fome meaſure qual to Angels, Now 
though there be a. great difference between the Oath of the Gre- 
Jeb. 6. ator 3 who becanſe be hath none Superior or. Greater than himſelf, 
; ſwears by Himſelf, by his Life, by bis Holineſs, that is; bis in- 
FF-22 communicable* Majefty, andthe Oath of the Creature, who ſwears 
v.32, by. God inthe way of an Appeal,'to a Sovereign Lord, who is 
>, 41, both a ſharp-ſighted witneſs of "Truth, and a ſevere avenger 
et, 51. of IN _ ſomewhat For To. both , for ry 

4- in riety of fpeech,Swearing is, by the Holy Ghoſt,attribute 
= * ta Nook 5: I do-therefore defcribe an" Oath in-general to be the 
mos. 4. binding ones ſelf immutably, to ſpeak, and at according ta Trath 
; and F aithfulneſs. St. Paul leads me to this deſcription, by ſay- 
icb.6. ing, that God willing to ſhew more abundantly the unchangeable- 
; neſs of his Counſel, to the Heirs of the Promiſe,” confirmed it by thc 
#nterpoſition of au Oath. All ſwearing, ( as Moſes teaches us ) is 
binding the perſon,with a Bond, 40 be conſtant and true to his 
word that goes. gut of his mouth. Now God is above the pow- 
cx. 
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er of being bound by others, 'but yet may, and doth -bind him» 
ſelf, by himſelf, and to himſelf primarily, and ſecondarily, by a 
gracious condeſcention to his Creatwres, But Man who is ſubject 
to the power of others, may not onely bind himſelf, of his own 
accord, -by an Oath, but may alſo, and ſometimes ought to ſuf* 
fer this ſacred Bond to be impoſed on him, atd to put it on 
himfetf. For perſons under the Authority of Magiſtrates, Parents, 
Maſters, are bound by the expreſs Law of God, to take ſuch 
Oaths, which, vpon juſt grounds, are exated of them 3' and 
thoſe of equal quality may, by God's Warrant, bind themſelves 
each to other, by interchangeable Oaths. Te is ſuperfluous now 
to recite at large all the examples of theſe obligations recorded 
in Scripture, which frequently occur to the Reader, and are ſet | 
up by God as Pillars for the direQtion of Travellers, er ( to ufe Pfal.r:/ 
David's words ) are deſigned to be a Light to our Feet, and a "+ 
Lantern to our Paths. But the Swearer, whether by his own 
motion, or at the command, or intreaty of another, ought to 
bind himſelf tonothing, but what is agreeable to Goodneks and 
Juſtice: God, the Fountain and Meafure of Goodneſs and Juſtice, 
can do no other; And Max made,at firſt,in the likencſ5sof God, 
ought to do no other. Therefore the two celebrated Axiomes of Dj- 
vines, which depend one on the other, are true and fixed Rules 
of Conſcience. 1. An Oath ought not to be made the Bond of 
Triquity., 2. An Oath taken to that purpoſe, binds to nothing 
but Repentance. - | | 
Now that by*which a perſon binds himſelf in ſwearing, is 
ſuitable to his own nature, or quality and condition. God, who 
is an #ndependent Being, ( as his Name, by which he revealed him- 
ſelf to Moſes, imports, I am that T am, or more conciſcly, I am) Exod. 
binds himſelf by the very tnention of, and reflexion upon his 4: 
own indeficient, and invariable Life aud Holineſs, who.can equal- T; 
ly neither Lye nor Dye; 'who is o#e, and changes not, and is mea» 14h, 
pable of variation, and ingages hiniſclf, by his immutability, to 18. 
conſtancy in his word, 'But Man, who is a Creature dependent, 2 Tim, 
and-obyoxions to God, his Sovereign Lord, Lamgiver, and Judge, FH 
binds himſelf over to the veygeaxce of God, if he fail in the ,**3 
Truth and 'Sincerity of bis Swearing, by an open, or at leaft Jam, x 
an imperfe& invocation” of 'God, to be firſt a witneſs to his 17.. || 
Aﬀertion, or Ingagemnent, and then to be the Judge and Aven- 
ger, if he fail of Truth and Honeſty in cither. Furthermore, 
it is necefary for © us, to the right underſtanding of God's 
C2 Swearing, 


1.110, 


25». 


© and Righteouſueſr, Fox by that Oath, as we : 


20 


Swearing, to obferve, what yery :many do. not take notice of, 
or do not enough conſider, and therefore ſet up their reſt here, 
that God, when he takes an Oath, deals with Men after the man- 


'ner of Men, out of a gracious condeſcention. to Humane infir- 
mity, that complying with Men's weakneſs, he may. cure their 


infidelity with.an Oath, as an Antidote againſt: Vnbelief, and. a 
cordial ſftrengthener of Faith. Now though there be Truth in 
this, and I will not ſay that this Dodrine is wound, yet I will 
fay, and prove, that it is too. ſhort or #arrow an. explication of the 
myſtery of God's Swearing. For the Scripture informs us, that 
God hath ſworn, not only to us who are mere Men, ſometimes 
in Mercy, as to Abzaham, and to his Seed, for the confirmati- 
on of his promiſes, and to David and others 3 'and ſometimes 
in zyrath, as to. the incredulous and murmuring Jews, to ſhew 
the irreverſibility of that ſentence, whereby they were. exclu- 
ded out of the promiſed Land, becauſe they. had- forfeited their 
Title to it, by Infidelity > But God the Father hath alſo. ſworn 
ta God his own Sox, when he was deligned to be made Man, and 
being inveſted with our Fleſh, to- be the Saviour of the World. 
Now the Eternal Sox of God, being the brightneſ7 of his Fathers 
Glory, was more excellently Pxre, than the very Angels, who, 
Jthough ( as Gregory, Nazians ſpeaks) they were axnidvula 
z47orles. Spotleſs mirrors of God's Holy Light in . theis- original 
elijate, yet were, as.experience proved, by the ruine of ſome, ca- 
pable of foul darkneſs, and therefore Chriſt ſtood not in need 
of ſuch means, to preſerve his fixed Purity, ,as we do to re- 
fore and ſecure our health, which, depends upon our Faith on 
God's word. Yet Gad.for other reaſons did {wear unto Chriſt, 
Thox art a Prieſt for ever, after the Qrder. of Melchzſedeck,. It is-im- 
pertinent to ſay, that God. ſwore.pnly fox our aſfurance, and 
encouragement to rely upon the alſufficient atonement of. this High 
Prieft, and for binding us to ſerve; pd. Opener King of Peace 

not: {wear” Fealty 
and Allegiance to God or Chriſt, ſo. Gof doth not ſwear to us, 
that Chriſt ſhall be a Faithful High Prieſt; : but the Holy Scxipture 


reveals the tranſaction which paſt in the Coxrt of Heaven, for ſet- 
Ting the Mediatorſhip upon Chrift,, how. the Father: ſwore, unto 
his Son; Thou art a Prieſt , &c... And. the Apoſtle gives us. 


{ome account. of the matter 3 for from this Oath of God, in the 
conſtitution of the Meſiab, to be-King and Prieſt joyntly, he in- 
fers the Dignity of 7eſns Chrift*s Prieſthood, above the Lentieet, 

- Dk nn fe 7:57. > +" -- en 


To 


hecauſe. theſe Prieſt; were ordained without ax Oath to a, tempora-- 
ry, ſucceſſive, and,at laſt, a tranſitory, and failing Prieſthood, = 

as, Chriſt, by an Oath, was conſecrated to an unpaſſant and eternal ' 
Priefthood. Here. is no ſhadow of imperfeQion in this grand af- 

fair of State, .in the Kingdom of God, nor any appearance of 
God's condeſcention- to humane infirmity in the buſineſs, but 

a manifeſtation of the Riches of God*s wiſdom, and Mercy, in 

the Divine Counſel, concerning the ſalvation of miſerable man- 

kind, by the Mediation, Propitiation, Interceſſion, and Redemp- 

tion, of the Son of God incarnate, who is our King and Prieſt, 
and is by oath inaugurated into. both. If this be duely weighed, iu 
weſhall find rag. con isno reaſon to ſay, that Chriſt took a- 

way ſwearing from Chriſtians, to advance. them - to a ſtate of 
Perfection above the Jews. But this proud affeQation of Pha- 
naticks, to be above Oaths, ſurmounts the pride of Lucifer, in 

the Prophet Eſay, who aid, I will exalt my Throne above the 
Stars of God I will be like the moſt bigh. For not contented with e;14; . 
excelling the Ajgels.in Heaven, who Jid ſwear bythe livizy God, 12,13, 
nor Gaisfied wich being like unto God, they will be above ſwears 14 _ 
ing, that their ſingle teſtimonies ſhall paſs for creditable. This —— 
indeed, if it were obtained, wonld not be the perfeQtion of Apoc.zo. 
Chriſtian Religion, which Chriſt. hath adopted to the condition 5,6. . 
of all Mankind, yet full of imperfeQions 3. but of theſe. ſine 
pulariſts, who would. be above, as they are croſs to, alkthe world, 

and above God himſelf,” who is not above ſwearing, and counts 

it no diſparagement to the Glory of his Truth. I will conclude 

this diſcourſe with the Pious Meditation of Tertullian. O nos fe- 

lices, quorum cauſa jurat Deus, ſed & miſerrimas, _ fi Deo juranti 

non credimus.. O how happy are we, for, whoſe ſake God bimfelf dath 
fwear ?: but ob the wretched miſery of us, if. we do nat give credit ta 

God, when be ſwears t9 win our belief. But becauſe not Divine, 

but Humane Oaths are at preſent in queſtion, their ſpecial nature 

is to be examined.. Now Man's Oath is plenarily deſcribed by a 

yery Learned Divine, to-be an extraordinary part of Religions Wor- 
ſhip, wherein God is ſolemuly called in to-be a witneſs with us of tha 

Truth and Sincerity of our ſpeaking, upon the: peril of bis wrath,, 

to be inflided on us, if we deal not ſincerely. . _. Clowns 

I. It is a part or a& of God's worſhip, becauſe it, is not a. offic, 1.3.-. | 

bare naming of God, or making, uſe of bis name, as. pious per- fays an 
ſons may often.do, who yet may live many years without Gn it 
Ovearing, but_ it .is an.ad. of Religion, wherein the name of ,j, rej. 
EE ee nai Wor a. 6 OG. 


(22) 

"God $s.taken up on. purpoſe for his Honout, In the" acktiow- 
ledgement of his Preſidency, over Humane affairs, Thus it a+ 
' grees with Adoration, and” was of old, accompanied with ſnch 
Ceremonies , as import an Adoration, as lifting up the havd to 
"Heaven, of laying the hand og the Altar, for which 'caufe, the lifting 
up of the hand fo 'Heaven, is aſcribed to God, who is a Spirif, 
- When' his Swearing is intended to. be expreft, 'Tt is ſuch an emi- 
-nent a& of Religious Worſhip, that it is pat ſometimes for the 
whoſe (Ervice of God. . CEO 

*2.*It is an extraordinary piece of Worſhip, nat of ſo frequent 
uſe, as Prayer is,, which is' enjoyned to be in a, manner wncef- 
Jant, but . reſtrained to certain weighty occafions, ſb 'that it is 
mote like Phyſick' than Food. And for' this ' cauſe Chriſt for- 
'bids itin ordinary communication : 'It is not the common lan- 
guage of a Chriſtian, nor the embelliſhmedrt of familiar diſcourſ- 
65, bit a Holy weapon to be taken.up for the defence 'of Truth 


' "7 2nd Juftice, when the ſecurity of either, doth require it 


, © 3-.As to the, ſpecial. natuxe of this Religious AG an Oath is 

-.; an Appeal! to” God with & Penaby.” It.is firſt, an invocation of 
-God,co bear witneſs with us. And ſo we acknowledge God to be, 
* Didentem veri, one that fees and knows the truth 'of the thing 
-doubted of. ( for, it is in..vain to call ity, one for a witneſs, who 
knows nothing of the' matter) and {lfo.a' ſearcher of” Secrets, 
a tryer 'of the Hearts, who Knows our' choughts and inten- 
tions, and conformity of ' oux | words to 'our 'Knowledge 
and Purpoſes; And then "there goes a curſe wpon our ſelves, a- 
long with our Prayer to God. There 'is always an imprecation 
of Vengeance added to the invocation of ' God's teſtimony, in 
caſe we ſpeak otherwiſe than we know, or. intend, Hercin 
we. acknowledge God to be' Vindicem falſi, a juſt, and pow- 
erful Revenger ' of Falſhood, Deceit, and pattieularly of our 
abuſe. of him, by drawing him down 'to countenance our lics 
and fraud. Theſe things. are ſo clcer, that T need not enlarge 
my ;Le&ure upon the proof of them. But thele evident Truths 
T hy now as the premiſes, out .of which I ſhall 'anon draw 

my concluſion. $25 EE edn 

And that will the eafier obtain credit, if to the wature 
of an Oath , we briefly recolle& .the Exds, Uſes and Bexe- 
fits of an Oath, which are indeed too many to' be  particu- 
larly recounted, and, unfolded at this time. The main. ends 
of {wearing are two, 74 The Glory of God, which naturally _ 
| rom 


2 3 * 
from Man's {ſens achamwiccgs | 
2nd: all thoſe, excellengits, which are requiſite "to ſuch» a' Wit- 
nels and, Judge; as we make our. Appeal*to, whenſoever we 
ſwear in ſobriety. 2» The good of others, or our ſelves, which 


ments of God's Sovercignty; 


we are bound to procuze, and promote. For it is deſigned as- 


2means, ; ;1» To cletr; the Truth, and to preſerve -the Reputa-= 
tion af. Men, charged: unjuſtly.: 2. To diſcover Crimes; that 
evil may be taken away from a: ſociety. 3, To put an end 
to Controverlies. 4. For the firmer binding of Contrads. . 
In many. caſes, all other. means- of giving fatisfadtion to Ma»- 
giltrates, Friends, &.. may be ineffectual in matters: of mo- 
ment, where: the requiring and taking of an Oath, may have 
2; good: effect to procure Quict, Peace, and Juſtice. need 
fy no more 4qows 5 what I' have ſaid; is- warranted by. the 


Heb. 6. 
I6, 


Law. of God, and+-the good cuftoms of the Nations, which. 


ae not only. recorded, but 'approved by. God in Scripture. . 
It is. therefore perverſily dont; by. thoſe Fanaticks; (whereof 
the. Anabaptiſts: are a part, }. who do maintain, in ſhew: at-tealb; 
the: Holy Scriptures to be: a Rule of Faith and! Life,” and de>- 
fend- their ; Authority againſt the . Quakers, to refuſe deliberate. 
Gaths, which: are ſo frequently commanded; and dommend>- 
& in Scriptures 3-becauſe Chriſt in one place, xeftrains Men 
from xaſh, light, and: vain' Oaths, which are very- near a+ kin. 
to: perjury, and becauſe:one. Apoſtle forbids haſty: Swearing in - 
fits of; impatience, ,whith 'make Men unkt, even for Prayer, 
much more for Swearing, For. that St. Fames meant no more, 
it. is -mavifeſt:, becauſe another Apoſtle, who: was. led -by the 
fame | Holy Spirit of ' Truth, ( and that. Spirit never contradicts. 


Pfal, IF 
I » 4+ & 


63« 10, 


I Tim, 2. 
8, 


himſelf ); doth in (his Divincly-inſpired Epifiles, ' pretty fro-- 


quettly make. nfe off: an: Oath upon ſeveral 'weighty occafibns, 
whereof one- whs the vindication'.of his :own [reputations be- 
cauſe: the-,cxediat! of bis Apaſileſhip ,- and the ſixxceſs of his 
Miniſtry,'xlid,:inia good theaſire, depend _ it: And'' rhe 
fame Apoſtle St.: Par charges others by. Oath ; - to perform 
their Duty, or what" he thought expedient-for the publick ' be- 
nefit - of the. Chutches. See 1 Tim. 6-13; 14s 1 Theſſ,'5. 27. 
This ſt inftance;: wherem . S:;Paut adjures 'che Chriftians- s 
Theſfſ#lonica;) vis a: pdratel | for 'Words,' and' for thepowe#r'ofitn- 


poſing '6f- an Oathy,: with! -the High Prieffs/Uagjuitation of 
abiptiſts 
fas ih 


this 


Chriſt himſelf before-mentioned. Eet; now-*the.- Ah 
find a moze commodious way- of reconciling:the* Apo 
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this: watter, if they can, than this, which-we offes, faping, The 
Goſpcl- of - our! Lord Jefus; *preached*Þby his Apotlts, forbids 
temerarious ſwearing in anger, "by Heaven; or Earth} or in any 


2 Cor » 43 


AI14. 


other form- of an'Oath, unto which'Men* were then iaccuſtom- 
ed, who were wont te- expreſs their"Oath by a Creature, con- 
cealing,: or ſparing the name of God (forthis is the itrue mean- 
ing: of the-words, Nor ay other Oath,” which 'theſe'Men vainly 
urge for their cauſe) but-at\the ſame time the Goſpel allows 
fearing by God, tor by the Lord, npon-grave and” important 
occaſions, with -judgement 3 and alfo, charging inferiors, under 
an Oath, .to do their . Duty. :But ' the Quakers are no leſs, if not 
more irrational, »then:the former; for- they do- not 'deny the 


Scriptures; -which Jews for the Old ' Teſtament, and Chriſti- 
ans for . the. : Old and' New. Teſtament; acknowledge 'to be 
Written by Divine | Inſpiration, to be True: but they fondly 
affirm,; that inothing''is the Rule of Humane Life, but the Light 
'of God within. w. We deny not the Light of God within us, 
to: be: the-DireQor of us, but acknowledge: that - God, -who 
commanded : Light 'to iſhine- out of Darkneſs; hath enlighten- 
£d: his Hodſe the-Church, (which: ' was larger, or leſſer,” as he 
: Gaw-good, to.:propoertion [the frameof: it, under ſeveral diſpeh- 
ations: iof Grace-); with his Ford, both outwardly publithed, 
and inwardly applyed, and by:both ways doth ſhine 'in our 
;Hearts.. And; /we further affirm, That-fince God - hath com- 
mitred -his living: and ligtitfome- Oracles 'to Writing; 'and the 
- Churches cuſtody, 1as aStandard , whereby we may try the 
Spirits, whether: they are of - God ,- the Father of Lights; or 
of the Prince af darkxeſs, who:doth frequently transform bim- 
2 Cor, Jelf into an Angel of Light, that he may with falſe Light de- 
laude and fecure.Men: into his Kingdom+of Darkneſs 3\ nothing 
- ought 'to:;be. accepted, attended, and followed:, as. the Light 

- [of God within -1is, but what is agreeable to the Light of God 
'_  withoxt' ws, and ſhines in the . Candleſtick, that is the Church, 
which -Chriſt hath ſet up to bear the Light. 

. To comecloſethen to the purpoſe, is it not a perverſeneſs and 
giddineſs of Spirit in theſe Men, to allow the Truth of the New 
Teſtament , which commends the Holy Scriptures of the Old, as 
direQors of us in all thoſe Duties to God and Man, which concern 
all m_— whom God would haye come to the knowledge of che 


Trath , 


cularly in 


to condemn them who direR their aQions , parti- 
ing Oaths , by this Rule ? Again, fince the oe - 


_ (ay) 

God within us, is, (as they acknowledge) av i»fallible Rule,find we, 
in Swearing deliberately , do follow that Light of God, which ſhi» 
ned in the Hearts of alt Natiorig, as well as/&f the Patriarchs, and 
of Gods Servants, both before,and after the ſeparation of the Jews 
from the wide World, to be Gods choſen, and peculiar people, and 
of the Prophets, and of che-Apoſtles, \ and the prafties of theſe 
Men agreeable to Gods revealed word and will,ſhews that the Light 
of Conſcience; which direfted andmoved the Nations to Sweyr), 
was no ether than the Candle of the Lord ; is it not a ptodigi6us 
obſtinancy in this froward Gerieration, not to 6ntertain this lighe,but 
ta condemn all thoſe that do receive ir and walk by it 2 Till chen! the 
Quakers can ant do by ſ\dme evidence, as clear,as: that is for whichwe - 


eeceive and-ſubrmit'nato theDivine Authority ofthe Holy Scriptures, © 


manifeſt that this pretended Light within them , which-is direly 
oppoſite to the Light which hitherto hath enlightehed all the World, 
which did not excinguifh it by Atheiſay,  orwink againſt ic with 
wilful folly, is of God; wecantiot but. condlude, tharithe-uſe' of 
Oaths is Kill as warrancable;: from: the very Nature and-benefir-of 
ther, aseverie was, Andavghe ſeprwyfftiond, which, though ton= - 

trary tothe common Notions of a God, and tothe nathral principles of 
Pity, yet by Satans malicious ſubtiley, andthe vanityof Mans mind, 
Are _ingrafred upon the ftock of natural Religion, do not. extirpate 
the ror of natura] Religion, which will maicicainaras Piery ro-Gods 
Glory, when: by:good hisbandry the corrapt-grafets are cat off, 
and the root arid-branch are cultivaced aright for the fervite ofthe 
true God; ſo the various abuſes of Oaths, frequent in all Ages, 
with propbane defpiſers of God, and by vicious: cuſtom | too: pee 
neral with. Profeſſors of Religion, donot in themfelves dire&ly, 
and ſhould not, by conſequence, eliminate the religions praftice of 
Swearing. . Forthe baniſhment of a Sacramrire ; as the Latines call 
an'Oath, out of humane Society , is a ftep to ſfuperſedeallWorſhip 
of God, and to remove an Oath out: of al{-procedares of Judica- 
_ is no little artifice ro extinguiſh che fear of God in the 
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- Concerning the ſumme and end of the Goſpel. 


Es we may yet draw nearer to an end, and hit our Mark 
cloſe and deep, it will be fit co conlider the. intimace and pe- 
culiar quality of the Goſpe/, ro which theſe pretenders to Evangeli- 
cal perfection: ſay, that an Oath is irreconcileable. - The Gofpe/, 
on. ;, 2sit ſtands in oppolition to the Law of Works,whereby Man was to 
X IO ſeek Righteouſneſs and Life by his own perfeRt- obedience, is called 
***— by St. Pant, the Lawof Faith, whereby Man being, by the gene- 
ral corruption of humane nature, and by his ſingular ſinfulneſs, ob- 
noxious to Gods wrath , which is the Meſſenger of Death, obtains 
k.x. Righteouſneſs, and: Life:by Faith on:Chriſts Blood. The Goſpel 
O'it's way of prace', '@ word of reconciliation, ' «:miniflery of Righ- 
Cor. 5. teonſntſs, Peace, and Life,whichare'purchaſed by the Death of Chrift 
19. andby the Bloodof his Croſs. ' (3 002 
39 The primary ends of the Goſpel are theſe two inſeparable benefirs, 
which our Bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt hach compaſſed by. 
bis Death, and works;by the power of the Goſpel, upon the Con. 
ſciences of Believers; - Reconciliation, afid Reformation of May, who 
was in a tate of enmiry' with God;,:both active and paſlive, by his. 
om. 5, Sin- In one-word, "this is the Reduttion : of the loft brep, ' or the 
Dd. fugitive: ſervant, unto God,' inthe way of Peace and Holineſs. The 
ol. 7. ſaving Grace therefore of the Goſpel teaches all mankind, which is 
7 enlightened with its:beams , 20 deny nngediineſs and worldly Iuſts, and 
3. & 3” 10- live (oberly, righteeuſly, and pionſly in this preſent: world, We are 
;. moreover to obſerve, - that from the firft-foundation of. :a Church , 
it.2.11, which: immediately was -after- Mans Sin ;,and Sentence , began to- 
2. bebuiltiponthe promiſed; [2/eſiah, who is the Rorkof Salvation. 
common to all Ages, God did fer up a way of Worſhip, which 
hadrelation ro Chriſt the Lamb of God, fore-deſigned by God, and 
manifeſted in Gods own ſeaſon. This inſtituted Religion,in ſeveral 
ſhadews, drawn out by Gods hand, inſtck proportions,as hethoughe 
fic, conteined che Salvacion by Chriſt., and the Doctrine of Faith 
and Repentance, of which the Zaw:given to Man, in his tate of 
integrity,made no words, and gave no hopes of Salvation that way, 
The Goſpel therefore firſt in the clowudy Pillar , which was the guide 
k. of 


Pet, I ol 
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of Payriaxchs and Prophets and herons of its Reg ,, 


' Larian þy, Chriſt , ſince allis accompliſhed and preached tothe. Nati- 
on, fiery to the Labs, the Rgheſre Golem Zakb Rom 
to Faith; but it pires off. nothing of The Religion'and Righteoul- 17. 
neſs. which Man owes:to God, and to his Neighbour, by that na- 
tural dependence wpon God, . and that order to his neighbour, which God , , 
eſtabliſhed b feation of Mankind aftet his own Image, and of 25, 
oe. blood to bind them. together.'- This indeed is that which we 
call the Law of Natare ,. which God unfolded and taught the Pa- 
'triarchs, the firſt Fathers of Families, and founders of humane 
Society. And the grace of the Goſpel.is ſo far from looſening the 
Bond of this Law ; that qatlie contrary, by addition of the ineſti- 
mable benefit of Redemption to our dee engagement by Creation, it 
ties more ſtrictly the Redeemed of the Lord , who are enlarged 
from the bondage under Sin, and made the Servants of Righteouſ- 
neſs, to yield up all their Members , once abuſed to the ſervice of 
uncleanneſsand- iniquity, to become now the ſervants and inſtru- Rom 
ments of Righteouſneſs unto ſanRification, This then being the end 9. 
and efficacy of the Gael, to clearthe light of the Law of Natare, 
and to ſtrengthen the holy bonds of Love to God and Man , how is 
it imaginable , that the Tongue is reſtrained now by the Goſpel, 
from being till made an inſtrument of Religion and Righteouſneſs ? 
Since the Evangelical Prayer of our Saviours framing for our uſe , 
is, that Geds name ſhould be hallowed in all the World, can we think 
that ſilence, and total abſtinence from taking up the name of God in 
-an- Oath , with reverence upon, juſt occaſions, ſanCtifies, or 
magnifies the Name of God ? Or. is it conſonant to + that ” 
enlargement of , Gods honour, which is the effe& of 'the Gof- al 
'pel, in regard, of perſons, , and: to the | maintenance of it, * 
by all as of Piery,, which our Saviour profeſſes. co have been his 
work and care, thacHeathens and Infidels ſhould till, by the Law of 
Nature, be bound to acknowledge , and honour the Name of God, 
by Swearing in a due manner, and Chriſtians ſhould have their hands 
tied from lifting up to Heaven , and their Tongues from calling upon 2 C 
his Name, and giving himthe Glory due unto it? Indeed the Apo: ** 
{te ſays, what participation is there between righteouſneſs and the 
tranſprefſion of the Law? 'what communion of Light with Darkneſs? 
or what agreement of Chriſt with Belia/> Let it therefore ficſt' be 
proved, that an Oath is the tranſgreſfion of the Law, before 'it be 
caſt 'out of the Kingdom of God, as inconſiftent with che Righreonſ- ,, 
2B es neſs . 
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'Yotttim® Und afy 
things whichare doyie'in'fecrer;” be proved to be ah an- 

"mu Blable died of. Datkyiſs ; bt elſe; Iet this light ſhitie fillina Chrt. 
an ſtats; ' Let it firſt be proved, that the” Mati who ſuffers the 
Lords atoimed to file over and ſubjnits to aiHority inSwea- 
ring,” is a Child of Bia, hat is, ofthe Devil,” who is fo clled, 
fot Kits ence of. 1 yole-"4 thefefoxe the tefraQory pe e. 
who would not ſub mit to Se, "Iodine y God, are Gittae )- 
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The Contluſove Arg ments, to wor ant the reverent 
0 of. Oaths among C brifians. : 


eſe thin ; being, premiſed. not to prevceu te, but to expe. 

dice the decilzon-of the Qyeltion, concerning pe conliſtency 

of- haaces, with che. glorious Goſpel of our ord Jef eſus Call 
L ſhall now make their agreement _— by ighe of 

ron, Law, and Gehl, pet, uni Bd a hnebegy To+his putpoſe ind 

{& prove, Band Power ; the 4gp5ſtrate tO ex> 

jr an Oath, and with whe Fighnn {abour open a Kos for Chri. 

Mane to. come into a Conrt, without pacing their Conſcience, 

bring them ape ef Chriſts Autboricy for private Qaths, 

Fog good leave to uſe oa ; as well as, Jonathan 


. . This Caſe Ke us uakers isan 4x laid to the roee of Magiſtracy, 
which tells - a all, Chriſtian Magiſtrates, as Anti-Chriſtian Ty- 
Sek who, Koning to From Cory w_ themes and 
their lubje Oaths, andperſecute all thera who,out & Con. 
TAL command, and for the,honour of Cheatinaicy” 
$4 uſe torenounce their Chritieo Fai »: which they ſay cannox be 


_ © avoided, if \ theycake the . Oach. of Allegiance and SBfFerpacy., OF 


49. 


any other legitimate Oath. Jndeed' theſe: ſeemingly tame peo- 
ple, area brood of Vipers , like the Adder in Facobs Propherick: 


charatter 


(29) 
ctharaiter of ” Dat , which bites tht beels of the "Horſt, and maket- 
' him; throw has Rigdey - Lipare the application, baſes is oben 
But I will break: the Cockerrices Egg, I mean this Aphoriſmee of Eſa. 59; 
Anarchy , Chriſtians ought not ts Swear by the force of Chriſts prohib5- 5+. 
tiovw. And to make the way plain for proceeding in my Method , 
| ſhall firſt inquire co whom che Sermon of our Saviour was Prea- 
ched, and how it reached the prefent and future Auditors. This 
fermon was not ſpoken to Ad agiftrates, whether Soveraign, or 
Subordinate , but to the Malcicude of the people , neither is there 
. any part of it which relates to the Magiſtrates ſpecial duty 3- except 
that ſevere threatning , WV hoſoever breaks one of the leaſt Commanae» Mai. 5; 
ments of Aoſes, and the Prophets (and certaioly, T hox ſhalt Smear 19, 
by the Lord, is one of them, and nor the leait) be-/ball be called, 
lc. eſteemed, and taken for the leaſt in the Kingdom of Heaven, 


V- be tho applicable to the 1ag;ſtrate, as well as to the Mine 


fer. Thole precepts therefore of net reſeſting evil, and not judging 
__ if they were given to Magiſtrates in their politick capacity, v4, .. 

0 overthrow Tribunals, and either diſarm the powers ordained z,, &-, 
of God, ortye up the Sword , both Civil and Martial, inthe fcab- r;. © 
bard): concern not Magiſtrates further, chanas they are conlidered- - 
in an eſtate common with them to private perſons, and are fubje&t 
tothe ſame dui ies; Thig ts to be caken notice of the rather, becauſe- 
ſome pious Doors of the ancient Church , who lived under Hea- 
then and perſecnting Emperors, and making no- proſpe&intothe- . 
kiter , times wherein Kings, according to ſeveral Propheſies, ſhould - © 
k/s the Sow of God, and ſerue hin With their Authority, prove the PR}, 7; 
Guardians of both T ables of the Law, Defenders of the Faith}, and 13-12. 
Patrons of the Church, did think Magiſtracy it ſelf , andthe uſe of def ca oh 
theSword , inconſiltent with the Chriſtian Faith, andit isno mar- 5c, yg 
wil, if ſome of latter times were terder. of Sweating, who mi- 23.8 6: 
Rook the Subject and ſcope of our Saviours- liſcourke, But we 3«.- : 
muſt know-that- our $aview who. was boys a King:, but of ſuch a - - 
Kingdame as is not of. this 1#orld, was very ſollicitous to decline any Mat-?. 27. 
thing that ſavoared of Worldly power, and was as cautious ia his Job, 18 

6 


- 


&rmons , of refleRting upon Princes, and very careful to ſecure 


the Authoricy of theMagiltrate.,' in. bis whole converſation, and {c, 12, 
alſo in his Goſpel. For his deſign being +the Salvation of all ſorts-13. 14. © 
of Men, of allNations 'iadifferently. by- the Preaching of; the.Goſ- Job. #:X 
pel, he did: inſert nothingiinto it, which might rationally obſtru — + 
the entertainment of ic, aud eſpecially. nothiog prejudicial to the 
power of Princes, whereof they, are jealoully tender , war cu 


(30) EE 
might have” a juſt | averſion from \the Fairh: * The ©Antient 
Church therefore ſung this true and pood ' Athens, unto the Honour 
of Chriſt, Qui regna das celiſtia, um eripis terreſtr;a; 


T how that giveſt the Heavenly Crown , 
Cafieft not Earthly Kingdomes dows. 


Tndeed Chriſt took the por: 2s he found it, and altered nothing 

m the ſecular eſtate of Kings, or SubjeRts, but by vertue of his 

Heavenly power in a ſpiritual way , by his word and fpirit, eſtabli- 

ſhed /ight inſtead of darkveſs, krowledge,and the fear of the true God in- 

ſtead of ignorance, and impiety, faithin himſelf, inſtead of Paganiſm, 

and h:lineſs of heart and life , inſtead of vieiouſveſs in his new ereR- 

ed Kingdom, the ſubjeRts whereof continued in the ſame outward 

See 1Cor, Eſtate , wherein they were -called,' whether bond or free , Sub- 

7.21. 22, jesor Governors. As the grace which came by Jeſus Chriſt , «»- 

rituled noMan to wealth or Power , to which a believer had no 

right and title before, by the Law of Nations, and of his own 

| Government , under which he lived, fo 

* Pauls Heavenly ar0Ai nvue (Phil. 3. it *- deveſted not , nor difinherited any of 

20.) whereby he was a Citizen of Fe- p,,,., of eftate, nor abridged any ſecular 

ruſalem, thar' is, above; the ws 4 the Ih hed Hick Auth 
Living God, (Heb. 12. 22.) did not ##%f, NOY retrenchea any pubiie Ant 

extinguiſh his marries his being a YH) , which the Miniſters of Gods Pre- 

Citizen of Rome,which was his Birth= +;dence were entruſted with, for tbe pub. 

right ,. andthar a precious Priviledge; Jick good. If it did, let that Scripture 

neicher did the former hinder the A- of the New Teſtament be produced. But 


fl laiming the benefit of. i | ag 
Pol les vanes of it, See AR. none ſuch eyer was, or can be alleadged, 


22, 25 ---- 29, & AQ. 16. 375. 38.39, Yea many , indeed too many to berepe:- 
ted now, are obvious in the Apoſtolical 

Writings, which manifeſtthe contrary, Furthermore, as the truth 
$:eRom- of the Goſpe! croſt no tyath , either evident by the light of Nats 
I3.1-7: yal Reaſcn , Or revealed by the word of God written, ſo the Grac 
= ;” of Chriſt looſened no bonds of the .Law of Natmye, nor of the 
13-18, Laws of Nations, which were agreeable to natural fuftice and bu 
Eph. 6.1 9avity , but binds Chriſtians by new bonds of peace inobedience to Ma 
<9. giftrater, Parents, and Mafers , although they be harſh and frow- 
Cal.2, z ard. - And nowIcome to mine Argument, which I ſhall frame out 
2>8c. * of theſe Propoſitions. - ; 
I. The Soveraign Magiſtrate, and thoſe who are ſent by him, 
according to the Evangelical Detrine , have received in their Ds 
vine Ordination , a power to uſe all means, that either by Gods «p- 


pointment are, Or in common prudence ſeem,to the Wifdom of = _ 
7 irectly 


UMI 


31 
direQly' conducible'to the preſervation. of the Peace, and promo-. 
tion of Righteouſneſs , and for puniſhment of Offenders : all which 
indeed is the peblick good, and for the procuring whereof, God 
hath armed his Depaties wich a Sword, or a coercive power , that the 
fear or the feeling of it, may conſtrain Men to obedience. All this 
» written with a S#»-beam in the New Teſtament. See 7oh. 19. 
11. Row. 13, 1, &c. And it is further confirmed, by what 1 have 
already produced to ſhew , that the Goſpel takes no flower out of 
the Crowns of Kings, though they. were :»fidc/s, much leſs if they 
be faithful. Forif St. Pauls Logick be good, that Servants being 


made Chriſtians ought the rather to ſerve their Maſters being com- 1 Tim. 6. 


verted , becauſe they are believers, and beloved ; we may by pro- 2. 
portion conclude, that the Magiſtrates embracement of the Chriſtian 
Faith, doth not 5mpair his Athority , and-ought not todiminiſh the 
Subjects inclination to ſerve and obey, and is an inacerment of the 
K3»g to his People, 

2.. An-Oath ſeaſonably. adminiftred, and duely taken, is a fic 
means. to preſerve Peace, by affirm obligation of SubjeRts to their 
Soveraign, 'C whereof: we have an example, 2 Xings. 11. 17.) and. 
eo ſecure and promote Juſtice, and to carry on judicialproceedings, 
jn diſcovery of right and wrong, and in conviQtion of Offenders. 
To prove this, I need ſay no more, than adviſe any doubter,to look 
upon the judgment and pratice of all poliſhed Nations under the 
Sun, fince the Foundations of Kingdomes and Republicks.in the 
World. And if all that be counted but a general corruption of yea- 
fon, like the general Idolatry of the Nations eſtranged from God, - 
let him remember, that the uſe and force of Oaths , is founded ug- 
on no other baſis , but the hearty Faith and ſincere fear of- Gods: 
power and. vengeance. But I ſh:ll drive the: Nail co che Head. by, 
Gods own Sentence , who eſtabliſhed. Swearing,in his own govern-. 
ment., as a means proper to produce the effects aforeſaid , and tells. 
the Jews for their credit, that their political Laws did exceed thoſe... 


of all Nations, for Ws/dow —_—— Now the uſe of Det. 42... 


Oaths is. an ingredient of ve 
ment. 

3. The Magiſtrate who ſiands accomptable to Chriſt, ho #5. , 
King of Kings, and Loxdof. Loxds, forthe exerciſe of. his power, .15. 
in. order to the ends of Governement , may and ought to require 
Oaths of the SubjeR; as the occaſions, viz. of ſecuring the Kings: - 
Lite and Honour ,. the preſervation of the publick Weal and Peace, 
the ending of Controverſics., and the execution of Juice, .or the: , 

oo a nn ern > ike, , 


many Laws in the Govyern- 5***- 


(32) 
ike, do require. | Otherwiſe, he wiff hardlybe able $6 clea>bim? 
ſelf of imprudence;or of remiſriefs, inrefuling the choice and uſe of 
fuch means , as God himſelf hath approved,” and appointed in the 
courſe of Goyernment, | I think I may now upon theſe premiſes , 
ſafely and rationally infer, En Ranges Þ 

Ergo the Magiſtrate according to the Goſpel; may put his Sub- 
-jeR;of what Religion ſocver, to his Oath to Swear by the true God. 
I waye'the Queſtion of requiring Jews , ard Infidels to Swear upon 
the Goſpel, that jr is by Jefus Chriſt, whom we confeſs to be the 
true God, but they donot own as ſuch. | 

| I haye nowſuffciently proved, (as I think, and hope thar all who 
are both rational and impartial- will apprehend) that the Goſpel of 
-Chriſt. doth not infringe, butconfirm thar power - that Magiſtrate 
injoy*d by the Law of Nature, thatisto ſay, by Gods gevieral ora;- 
nation off bumane Society throughont the pyorld) and the Kings of Gods 
ſpecial anoyntment, and appointment over his people , were endow- 
ed with by his Statutes , to render Oaths to their Subjets; and to 
require their obedience in taking them, . fuppoling ftilf that thenſe 

See an of them be referr*drotheir proper ends, 1 have now' but: fittle to 

example do farther for the proof, thatthe ſame Goſpel binds Chriſtians to 

ar take ſuch Ozthes as areadminiſtred to them by theit Jnwfwt Snye- 
poſed by 7iaxrs. For God both inthe way of Natzre, and alſo in the courſe 

Solomon , Of Grace, doth nothing in vain, (and asSt. Pam! ſays expreſly,) 

x King Gods Miniſter doth not carry a Sword in vain , and is as much bound 

R 42: to draw it for the defenceof Gods honour, which is concerned in 

=p '3* Swearing, as the ſervants of Secular Kings, are obliged to fyhr 
for theLife or Honour of their Maſter, which rale of Wordly State, 

Job. 18, Chriſt hath confecrated by his Sentence. But the Magiſtrates pow- 

36. er is rendered yain and ineffectual , if the ſubje&t can elude his Au- 
chority , and reſolve his commands into fach wind as ſhakes no 
Corn, by his obſtinate refuſal to ſwear. I ſha!f therefore vrge but 
one Argument to ſatisfie the Subje&s Conſcience in this caſe. 

Rom. 13. The Goſpel of Chriſt, cavght bggetie Apoſilesto all Nations, lays, 

I--7. uponall Chriſtians,a neceſlicy of ſubmiſſion, and obedience, with a 

7% 3-1: readineſs to every good work, unto the ſupereminent powers and 

: a, * principalities of the World, and to the Adminiſtrators of Govera- 

14.17, Ment commiſſioned by them, not only for Wrath, (andyer that ter- 
ror ariſing from the apprebenſion of the Sword that gfiters in the 
Magiſtrates hand is juſtified by St. Pal) but alſo out of Conſcience, 

(Quakers, mark that, ro wit, Conſcience binds to no things bur 
obedience , inthis cafe rightly ſtated) or reverence of Chriſt A by 
whom 


a 


RR... 
whom X ive: Reign, and Princes Decree Fuſftice.  Atd this univer. Prov. 8. 
fal obedience, like that which-Children owe to their Parents, is lis '5- 
mitted bur by one Rule, obey in all things inthe Lord, It reaches ©?! 5-1 
to things indifferent, as the obedience of the Rechabites did, which 
God commended and rewarded with a Bleſſing, But Obedience a 35.8 
to our Superiours in thoſe things, which are ſo far from being 10. 18, 
evidently repugnant to the Will and Command of the Lord , that 19 
they are-conſonant to the expreſs Word of God, and agreeable to 
his Ordinances, is an Evangelical Duty unavoidable upen any pre- 
tence whatſoever , where there is a poſlibility of performance. 
If you conſult the Allegations out of St. Paxl and St, Peter,and 
confer them together , the perſpicuity of the words will not per- | 
mit you to doubr of the truth of this Propoſition. 
But Swearing in the manner aforeſaid , when it is exacted by a 
lawful Superior, is a good Work done inthe Name of the Lord, 
as I have abundantly proved already. Therefore ſome Swearing ; 
Is _— only conſiſtent with Chriſtianity , but alſo required by the | 
Goſpel. 
i edt only for me to ſhow, for the diretion and ſatisfati- 
on of Chriſtians in ſeveral cafes of a more private concernment , 
that Oaths taken or given, wichotzt the interpoſition of the Ma- 
giſtrates Authority , either upon a ſingle perſons own Motion of - 
Spirit , impelled thereto by weighty conſiderations, or out of com- 
pliance with a Neighbour, are not repugnant, but agreeable to 
the Rules of the Goſpel. Here I ſhall, for brevicies ſake , produce 
but one argument , which hath Zight and Strength enough to prove + | 
my concluſion, and may lead the Readerto frame more by pro-- | 
Portion ovt of the Goſpel , if he pleaſe, for the fuller Conviction ; 
of the Adverſary, to ſtop his Month with number, if weight will 
not bear down his reaſon, The Goſpel doth always allow, and, . 
as the importance of the matter requires , commands Chriſtians to ;,, = 7 
do whatſoever doth direQly, and by the nature of the a& it ſelf i Per, 47 
tend to the Glory of God , which ought co be the aim which we 11» . | 
intend in all our deliberate aRions : and in like manner to perform R215 
freely whatſoever really conduces to the good,peace, and welfare of |&,. 
our Neighbor , whom we are bound to love, as our ſelves, by the xo, 24. * 
Law and Goſpel. Phil, 2,45 
Byt the due Swearing in many things that concern our ſelves , 
or for the ſatisfaRtion of our Brother , or for a mutual engagement | 
todo what is agreeable to Piety, Juſtice, and Charity , doth bring 


Glory to the Name of God , and procures the good of our _ 
E ang: 


. 34) 
andothers; And therefore is not by the Goſpel. wholly baniſhed 
our of the converſation of Chriſtians, 

The Aſſamption is manifeſtly true. For it is apparent to ſence and 
reaſon, that when a Chciſtian calls God to witneſs, regard, judge, 
and revenge falſhood upon the Head and Soul-of perjur'd perſons, 
he ſets forth the Glory of God, as much as 7accb and Zabav, or 
Fonathanand David, or any of the former days before or under the 
Law did. And common experience teaches us , what fatisfation 
and benefir, we mutually give and receive by an Oath reverently ta. 
ken, The. concluſion therefore naturally flows from the .premiſes, 
and abides firm as buiic upon a Rock , that Chriſtzanity hath rot 
made the Third Commandment a mere inlignificant or uſeleſs Cy- 
pher to us, by forbidding Oaths , which leaves no place for the ho. 
nouring of: Gods Name that way, and ſtops up-the paſſage agiinſt 
Piety and Impiety-both together. 

I confeſs , that a great meaſure of Chriſtian Prudence is requiſite 
inthe private ufe of Oaths, above whac is needfulin Oaths admini- 
ſired by authority. For our ſubmillion to the wiſdom of the State 
enjoyned us by God , abſolves us from much of the trouble and 
care about the ſufficient weightin the ground of the Oath; where. 
as now the whole burden of the Oath, with all the circumſtances to 
qualifle and legitimate the ſame, lies upon the diſcretion of the 
private Chriſtian , who ought to have a full aſſurance in his own 
Mind, of the warrantableneſs of the ation. Therefore the ſpa- 
ring uſe of private Oaths is ſafe , commendable, and comfortable, 
For according to St, Pauls golden rule . Al things that are law- 
ful for ns, are not always expedient , neither do they alwways edifice. 
And Chrilts precept of abſtinence from Swearing in ordinary diſ- 
courſe , doth,in a manner, reſtrain his z/arrant concerning Oaths , 
co matters not only ſeriows, but alſo weighty, which need ſuch an 
inforcement of belief, or engagement, Being now arrived ac 
this conclufion, I will imitate my Adverſaries a little, and quote 
the Teſtimony of a Heathen , who was behold:n to the Goſpcl for 
his refined Morality, but a profeſt Enemy to Chriſt, Hierec'es , 

By the One of the + Platonick School at Alexanaria, in his accurrate Co- 


ay 4 we ment on the Golden Verſes of Pythagoras, explicating that Pre- 
may OD- 
erve, that it was a cunning Stratagem of Satan in that age, that he might yer ſupport his 
nking Kingdom, to revive and ſer up the Pythagorcan and Platonick Philoſophy, the 
dorality whereof they improved, not without borrowing Light from the Chriſtian Religi- 
dn. But the Devils defign was, by Philoſophy to baffle Faith,and to diſcountenance Chriſti:- 
i:y,as beingaarthe beſt,but uſeleſs, which could do no more to advance Vertue,than Paganiſm 
e ſelf, This is evident by rhe Writings of Porphyrie,Famblichus, Hierocles,and the like, 


cept, 


(35 


cept; C4 prey. Reverence . an Oath, diſcourſes thus} as I 
| ſence faithfully , without tranſcribing the 
Greek, He calls an humane Oath, the Image of Gods Oath , whereby 
God eftabliſheth the immutable Law and oraer of the Univerſe , the 
helper of hamave affairs, and Procarator of conſtancy and truth , which 
reduces the verſatile free will, into order aud affixeaneſs , both in woras 
and deeds. T he Reverence of an Oath, « the keeping of what is Sworn 
to, armuchas inus lies, without vidlation , which by a voluntary ne 
ceſſity, trimmes them that reverence an Oath, to the conſtancy- and truth 
of a Divine Habit or Conſtitution. None bat they who are piſſeſt with 
* Nanghtinefs or vitionſneſs u * wwopxe 


ſhall © render his 


political Virtnes, can ſwear aright. 


the Mother of falſe or for-ſwearing, How it it poſſible, that a cove- 
torus, voluptmons, or cowardly perſon , ſhould ever do other', then put « 

the reverence of an Oath , and When ever he imagins that ſome advar- 
tage may be reaped by Perjury , barter away Divine Goods , for thoſe Law,Ma 
Which are mortal and fading? , Now the beſt courſe of care to preſerve 5: 33- 

the reverence of an Oath, ts not to uſe it frequently, noy at adventare, My 7. x 
mor upon light eccurrents , nor for the filling up of talk, nor for the gi- * 


it for things that are equally neceſſary and precious, and thim only 16i; =: 
when their Security appears not any other way” to' be procured, but by egos: 
the truth iſſuing from an Oath. And then our Oaths will gain credit, 
when our whole conver(ation bears harmony with it , to ſhow, that, in 
hamane matters, wmothing is more precious with us, than Truth , whe» 

thir we be unſworn, or ſwear. Now this precept charges ua nit onely 


I, Credit to 4 relation; but as far as it is poſſible , toreſerve the uſe of ,, 12 % 


to Swear aright but alſo to abſtain from Oaths. For 
fo we ſhall alwayes ſwear aright if we do not * abuſe 
Oathes , or rather take our full liberty of Swea- 
ring. For alſoin frequency of Swearing, a Man 
ſhall readi.y fall into perjury. But keeping of Oaths 
follows upon the [paring uſe of them, For a Atan 
will either not Swear, or when he doth will Swear 
aright , neither will his Tongue, by cuſtome,out run 
his mind, neither will his 7Mind be overthrown, 
by the violence of his intemperate paſſions. This 
the good Mans Vertne will cerreft , andthe cuſto- 
mary abſtinence from Swearing, will care the other. 
But Swearing aright becomes the Honour of the 
Gods, before given in Charge,(we muſt remember, 


theHeathenPhiloſopher ſpeaks of God in the plu-: 


ral number, )it being bred tegether, and 4 companien 


of Piety, Reverence an Oath by not over freely aud haſt ily uſing it that * 
E 2 


* Yarie, 
emo; nl 
The wot 
of the 


VaS3 Nd 
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*- Bj pu valet x pnogiue et Tot 
"opxorc, Mark that the word 
xele x $1, does not alway 
ſGgnihe the Abaſe of a thing 
bur ſometimes the ſull uſe « 
4 thing #0 the utmoſt kj 
power and liberty, So Sr, Pan 
who neyer had thoughts of gbs 
fing his power in the Golbel 
reſolved to deny himſelf, E 
not uſing his full pewer of I 
ving upon the Goſpel, 1 Co 
918, And the tranſitorineſs « 
the World, ſhould move Chr: 
ſtians (4s »/a%p Fwy not t 
uſe-irar full liberty, but ſps 
ringly, with ſelf-denial, 1 Co! 
Jo 3h. 
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"70u may be accuſtomedto ſwear aright, (to wit, whin there is a fit and 
juſt occaſion) by not accuſtoming your fel to Swear. For Smeari 
 aright, i ns ſmall part of Pizty, Thus the Philoſopher hath ſecured 
the Reverence due to Oaths, religiouſly taken, by abſtinence from 
raſh, light, vain, and cuſtomary Swearing , withour baniſhing an 
eminent piece of Piety and Honour due to God out of the Life of 
Men. This one Teſtimony of Hzerecles 1 ſhall oppoſe, to the ma- 
ny examples in the Quakers Caſe , not for any eſteem I have of 
the perſon , but for the ſolidicy of his reaſon , which gives us a 
precedent 'to reconcile the Reverence of an Oath , with abſlinence 
from cuſtomary, dangerous, and prophane Swearing, which is the 
taking of Gods Name in vain, and as much forbidden by God in 
the Third Commandement, as perjury , which the Scribes and 
Phariſees accounted to be the only crime ſtruck at by : Moſes. And 
this is all that I have at _ to ſay to the Queſtion , concern. 
ing the layfulneſs of Oaths under Chriſtianity, 1 ſhall briefly recol. 
Ie the ſumme of the whole diſcourſe, into theſe Corolla- 
ries, 

I. The Quakers may juſtly be ſuſpeZted of a falſe pretence,when 
they aſcribe cheir diſobedience tro authority, in refuſal of Oathes, 
to their conſciencious regard of, and to obedience to Chriſts Com- 
mand , becauſe they do not with equal Zeal, obey Chriſts Ordinan- 
ces of Worſhip and Church Government, 

2. They doe very ill conſult for the reputation of Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, when, by their alledging Chriſtianity it ſelf, for the ground 
of their diſobedience, they make the way of T rath, to be evil ſpoken 


0], 
d 3. They blaſpheme Chriſt, and his Holy Goſpel , by fathering 
their pernicious Errors, and Hereſies, upon the truth it ſelf, 

4. They reproach the Footſteps of che Lords Anointed, by-char- 
ging him with perſecution, when he uſes the Sword for the puniſh- 
ment of evil doers . 

5. The nature of an Oath juſtifies Swearing to bean a& of Piety, 
and aninſtrument of Juſtice. 

6. The Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus confirms the Magiſtrates pow- 
er, toexaR an Oath of his SubjeRs. 

7. The ſame DoRtine binds all SubjeRs to obedience, when in 
O:th is in due manner tendred ro them, | 

8. The Chriſti: n Liberty of Swearing upon ſome occaſions, 1s not 
taken away by Chriſt and his Apoliles, 

9, Abſti- 
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9. Abſinence from Oaths in ordinary communication, is com- 
manded by the Goſpel , not as a ſpecial perfeQion of any order 
of Men, but as a common Daty of all Chriſtians , who are obli- 


ged to bridle their Tongues, and to endeavour to arrive at this 
perfeQion. | 

10, The Religion of Quakers, who refyſe ſober Oaths , but 
their_ mouth 4 full of Curfipg and Bitterneſs, who inceſſantly ſpit 
forth the poyſon of Aſpes, with unbridled Tongues, is, according to 
St. Jams's Sentence, 8 vain Religion, tom which good Lord de- 
liver us, Amen. | 
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Of an Uſeful Conſideration. 


He courſe of my Building, required a large diſcourſe; 
firſt for the digging up and clearing the Ground of 
the Rubbiſh of erroneous conceits, and then for 
laying my Fonndation deepand firm , that it mighr 
be able to bear and ſtrengthen the Superffrattare. 

Now this b:ing finiſhed, Ihave thought fir, for a Coronzs, to add one 

clear Evidence of their impertinencies who ſoever alleadge our Saviour: 

and his Apoſtles prohibition, SWear not at all, to defend a refracto- 

ry refuſal of a-Reverent Oath, exated by Anthority. Let this pa- 

 _ rallel be confidered. Our Bleſſed Saviour in the ſame Sermon, gives 

gy another prohibition , ?adge not, that ye be not Fndged ; St. Paul ſe- 

10.13. conds him, and ſays, hy judgeſt thou thy Brother > For we foall all 

appear before the Judgment Seat of Chriſt, Therefore let us not judge 

another. And St. ames on the ſame ground re-enforces the reſtraint of 

Jam. 4, judging , T here 5s ove Law-giver- (and conſequently, ove Fudge) who 

I2, is able to ſave and todeftroy, (to wit, God, the Soveraige, Abſolute, 

Sen, 18. and #lmighty Fudge of all the World) who art thou that judgeſt anther ? 

_ Theſe words of Chr;f and his Apoſtles, are,in their ſound, univer/al 

or indefinite , yet that they may be reconciled to the word of God 

elſewhere revealed, their /exce muſt be reſtrained by ſuch diſtinQi- 

ons as are grounded upon Scripture, For if the Zaw did not 

limit, we dxrſ# not, It will not be loſt [abour to ſee this made out 

more fully, There are ſeveral diſtin&tions obſervable, for the due 
limitation of this 7»rerdil?, 7adge net. | 

Firſt, the Perſons, both zaudging and judged, are to be diſtingui- 

ſhed. Per/ons are either of a Private quality , and conſidered in 

that fate which is general to all Men : andiindeed the moſt of Chriſts 

Auditors, and of Chriſtians in the days of the Apoſtles were pri- 

vate Men, and were fo conſidered by Chriſt and his Apoſtles , ac- 

cording to their ſtation in privacy, inregard of the World. o 
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elſe. Men are .of a Pablick quality, inveſted. with Authority; 
'. Now if we conſider Chriitians in their Privare quality , every 
Man is, by God, made his own f»age, and is bound to Paudge hin ' 
ſelf, by a certain Rule of Truth and Righteouſneſs, which God 
hath given him ; He is therefore bound to judge of his own Faith, 
and of hisown Daty. In order to this, he is to try the Spirits, whe- 
ther they beof Geog, leaſt he be deluded and ſeduced by falſe Tea- 1 Job. 4: 
chers, who may pretend to be Miniſters of Righteouſneſs, and boaſt © 
of Gods Spirit, when they are indeed,the aQtors for the Lying Spi- Ms 
it. Chriſtians therefore ſhould have ſences exerciſed, by ſtudy of x5, 
Gods Word, to diſcern good andevil, that they may prove all things, Heb. y. 
and hold faſt that which z good, which is agreeable to the form of us Yb 
wholeſom Doftrine, which the Prophets and Apoſtlcs,and Chrift the in- TH "yy 
ſpirer of both have taught; every Chriſtian therefore, for his own Rom, 6. 
ecurity , muſt exerciſea judgment of Diſcretion, that .he way 13. 
diſcern the Wolves although clad in Sheeps cloathing , from the good 2 Tim; 
Shepheards of the Lords Flock, Andthis is not a judgment of heir [3; _ 
Perſons, but of their Dorines , the reception whereof, concerns a \} * * 
Mans own Salvation. . Andif the common reaſon of all Men, di- x Per, x; 
rected by ſuch Light as God affords them, do enable them to chooſe 12. 14. 
that Church, among the ſeveral pretending Societies of Chriſtiansat | 
this day, with which he may ſafely hold Communion, then the ſame 
reaſon, with the fame aids, will be ſufficient to guide him to deter- 
mine what Dofrines of Faith and Xfanxers he may ſafely receive, 
For God hath given unto us all «ye Kale of Faith and Aanners , 
which is commonto the Stewards, and to the iferiour Servants of 
his Houſe, the Charch. Neither isit now poſlible to make a right 
Pugement of a particalar Church,but by conferring of their Dorine, 
with that Rule, For the Light cannot be diſcerned, whether it be 
True or Falſe , by the Candleſtick, but the Candleſtick muſt be judg- 
ed of by the Light, which it upholds, and chat muſt be tried by 
ſomething elfe; Thus it is evident, that every one muſt paſs a 
Sentence within himſelf, of what he muſt Zelieve and Doe, Our Sa- 
viour reproves thoſe who will nor employ their Talent of Reaſon, 51 
and make uſe of their Light, this way, ſaying, But why do ye not, 5, ; 
even of your ſelves, Fudge what us right,or juſt? Again, every Chri- Lam. 3. 
ſtian is bound co judge. bimſelf, for what he hath done , ro ſearch 49: 
and try his ways, , whether they have bcen, and are conformable to 
the Law of God. God hath ſer up Conſcience, a Domeſtich Pndge , 
within a Mans own Breſt , who is a ſwife witneſs , andan impartial 


7*4ge. Andcthe ſincere proceeding in judgment of our ſelves, is. 
£ the 


-+ 


oe io EEE: 
the certain way both to. make , and to keep our Peace. with God 
;Cor.r1, For St. Paul ſays, If we world Fudge onr ſelves, we ould mr by 
21, judged. The Maſter ſays, Fndge mt, to wit, others, leaft yebe judg- 
ed , and the ſervant lays, Fudge your ſelves; and ye ſhall not be judy- 


ed. 
. -,,” + . .But Godthe Sagreme Jul of all, hath delegated his own pow-- 
er to certain Afiniſters, whom he hath honoured with one of 
_ * hisown Names, to wit, Elohins, and armed them with Authority, 
ee this tO judge and paniſh other Men , if they be proved MalefaRors. 
Ticle gi-, Thefe are by Gods Ordinance advanced to fit upon the Throw of 
Jud *©'. the Lord, (1 Chros. 29. 23) thatthey may judge for the Lord, (2 
S'* ; Chron. 1 d thei daccording ] 
PC. $2, x. Chron. 19-7.) and their Sentence pronounced according to Puſtice 
6. Ex:ig and Equity., is the Zydgement of God, Dent, 1, 17... 
wir 0 1, | a, 


=8, - FM : : , X nm 
23, 5:* Levit. ro, 22: where we fhould'read , Honor the face of the old Man ,' andfear 
thy Tuige.. Tain the Lord, Ageis to be honoured : Authority is to be feared. 

ET 3:.4-15 


Job, 39. This 744dicial power derived from above, onr Savienr owned in 
' Paontins Pilate,, and the Xpdfite'St. Panl in Angnſtns Ceſar, whom 
" he accounted a” compleat der, even in matters of Religion , and 
therefore made an Appeal from the Jews to the Rowan Emperor, 
Briefly, it is a main point of Chriſtian DoTrine, that Chriſtians muſt 
be /abjeft to the Fadicial Anthority of the Powers ordained by God 
. in the Civil Government of the World, I will not now run out, 
tro ſhew what ſpiritual power of Government and PFurisdiftion, the 
* Lord hath given to his Xinifers,intrufted with the Paſtoral charpe, 
* See for edification and not for deſtruction, which the * Holy Scripture 
Mat, 18, abundantly teſtifies. | » 
I7,& 19» 
28, Here our Saviour promiſes to the twelve Apoſtles, that in the Regeneration , 
when all things are made new , under the ſpiritual Kingdomot the. Meſhab, they ſhall be, 
the Judges of Gods Iſracl. Read 1 Cor.s 3. 4-5. &12, 238, 2 Cor, 40.8, 1 Tims. 17.19. 


So. $3» 10. 


To conclude then , if Chriſts words, 7adge not, ſhould be taken 
in their urmoſt /arirade., the Lord himſelf would be taken for the 
Aathor of Cinfuſjon, and not of Peace, in the State and in the 
Church . the ſubverter of his own Ordinances, and his Goſpel, which is 
a 'word of Peace, would be made'an Engine to tars the world upſide 
down. Thus we ſee a neceſſity of limitingthem by the diftinftion 
of private p:rſcns judging ethers , which cannot be done without the 


boldimrutton upon Gods Office , and of Pablick Minifters of Gods 
Govern- 


| ( (41 ) 
erament,, jadgingihoſa wha ave! pngler. their Power, which is 
a \lawiul. execytion of thei delegated authoricy. 7! 11 
* Secondly ,, Chrit.hacb given us another diſtin&ion of the mare 
ner of judging incaſes, whetein Men ate allowed to judge. For, 
be ſays, 7eage #4; acgarding; $0-the wpprarance , but judge righteous Told 
Agent. Tres 2 double, charge, j4dge mat, 10 wit, baffity, rafte Li 
þ , «pou weak.grownar, of flight and fuperficial fhews; ang yer a, 


Righteons 7 ndgment , that is;, accordingtothe Aerit of the Cauſe, 

upon clear eviarnce. Tneed fay.no more, to ſhew that this probi- 

bition 1s not to be underſtqod in \anunbounded:ſenſe, | 

. We may obſerve the like of our Sayiours.inhibition, But 1 fay _ + 
wnto you, reſiſt ugt Evil, which muſt be limiced bythe diſtintons of Mat, 5. 
the Evil tobe reliſted,and of the perſons reliſting. For every private j{;. ; 3. 
Chriſtian is a Soxlarer , who muſt ſtoutly relift that E>i/ one, thar 38, 39, 
Enemy, both of God and Man, the Devil, and Sin, which is the 1 Per. 5. 
Work of the Devi/, yea, every temptation unto Sin, is to be reſ- 8. 9, 
fied, ſometimes even unto Blood , not aRively by ſhedding the blood £-4M 
of others, but paſſively , by ſuffering our own to be ſhed, and by ,, © 
willingly pouring it out as a drinh-offering upon the Sacrifice of -ony Phil, 2. 
Faith, For inthe ſpiritual warfare Chriſtians are more rhen con- 17- 
guerors, When they love not their Lives unto Death itſelf. But the 1a- > 
giſtrate is armed with a 5word, and hath a Commiſſion to reſiſt every | * 
evil werk, to ſtop the courſe, and to repreſs the force of Sin in 

thers, for the publick welfare and peace of the State. If there- 
fore a Magiſtrate draw his Sword, to execute Juſtice, he muſt not 
put it up in his ſheath, and be quier ; if the Malefactor ſhall ſay, oh 
Sir, you mult remember che comrniand of our Saviour, Reſiſt not 
evil , and the check given to Peter, when he was unſeaſonably and 
raſhly over-valiant, Pat #p thy Sword into its place, for all that take Mar, 6. 
the Sword, ſhall periſh by the Fword, Thus the reſting evil,is unwat- 52, 
rantable in private perſons, but neceſſary in publick officers. 

To cloſe up all, if it be an intollerable abuſe of the Goſpel-pro- 
hibitions aforeſaid , to extend them to all occaſions, whereas in 
many caſes they are not of any force, it is equally irrational to ſtretch 
this negative, Swear #ot, tO the utmoſt extent of the words, when 
they cannot confiſt with that Law of God written in the Heart of 
Man , which is alſo eſtabliſhed by the Law written by 1zoſes at 
Cous command, ard given to his own people for a Rule of Reli- 
gion and Righteouſneſs; and. is farther urged by the Prophets, who 
were ſparing in prefling carnal Ordinances, butearneſt in exacting 
the everlaſting Righteouſneſs of God , and is confirmed by our _ 

F c 
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oo. nt 
fed. Soviewrs Declaration , that he came not to abrogite ty part 
of that Law, nor to infri or Ancatnng Righteouſneſs 
whereof an Oath, reverently n upon 2 3 bo is a 
part, Letthe Adverſaries then, if theycan, a Diſparity be- 
tween theſe Probibitions, why the one, concerning Zndging and 


| Reffting, muſt be limited , andtheorher, concerning Swearing , 


2 Cor, 1, 
24, 

x. Cor, 
IO, 15. 


enot, or may not, without injury to our Bleſſed Saviours Au- 
thority. In the mean time I inthe words of St. Paxl, 
who, with modeſty and care to declinethe ſuſpicion of exerciſing , 
Dominiow over the Faith of his Brethren , referred his DoQrine to be 
determined by common reaſon , upon the general principles of Religion, 
1 ſpeak as unto Menof diſcretion, judge ye whas I ſay. 


FINTIS. 


